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1.1 Introduction 

Appendix I contains all of the public comments received on the Draft EIS. Com- 
ments received during the public hearings are contained in Part A, and comments received via 
correspondence are contained in Part B. 

The public hearings were recorded by a court reporter, and the verbal comments 
received are reproduced below in the verbatim transcript of each speaker. Opening remarks 
and presentation of the Draft EIS by Navy representatives have been omitted from the 
verbatim transcript. Each comment within a speaker’s transcript has been marked and 
sequentially numbered. Responses are marked with corresponding numbers, using the 
speaker’s initials as a prefix. Responses appear on the right-hand side of the page. Ifa 
comment warrants a change to the EIS, the reader is referred to the appropriate section of the 
report. 

The comments received on comment cards follow the transcripts. The Navy provided 
standard comment cards at the public hearing for those individuals who preferred to submit 
written comments. Comment cards were typed as written; minor corrections were made, if 
needed, to clarify the comment. Each comment is numbered sequentially and identified by 
the commentors’ initials. Responses follow each comment. 

Transcripts and comment cards are organized by location of the public hearings, as 


follows: 


e October 20, 1997 (Technical College of the Low Country), Beaufort, 
South Carolina; 


e October 21, 1997 (Havelock Middle School), Havelock, North 
Carolina; 


¢ October 22, 1997 (Pamlico County Courthouse), Bayboro, North 
Carolina; 
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¢ October 23, 1997 (North Carolina Aquarium on Roanoke Island), 
Manteo, North Carolina; 


¢ November 17, 1997 (North Carolina Aquarium on Roanoke Island), 
Manteo, North Carolina; 


¢ October 27, 1997 (Virginia Beach Pavilion and Convention Center 
Auditorium), Virginia Beach, Virginia; and 


e October 28, 1997 (Butts Road Intermediate School), Chesapeake, 


Virginia. 

Part B contains all of the correspondence on the Draft EIS received during the public 
comment period from September 19 to December 2, 1997. The comments are indicated and 
coded in the same manner as the public hearing transcripts. Responses also correspond to the 
comments in the same manner. The correspondence has been organized into the following 
categories: 

e Federal agencies; 

e Congressional representatives; 

e State agencies 

e State representatives; 

e Local agencies; 

e Local representatives; 

e Organizations/associations; and 


e Concerned citizens. 
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A.1 Public Hearing, Beaufort, SC 
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Ms. Donna Smith Alley 
908 Scott St. 
Beaufort, SC 29902 


Comment: 
I am concerned about noise levels regarding excessive vibration etc., and the effect upon our 
historic area. [DSA-1] The new/extended flight area will be even closer than the existing 


flight area. We are already experiencing unacceptable noise and vibration. Our 
houses/structures are fragile and we demand their protection. 


Response: 


DSA-1 Noise levels in the vicinity of MCAS Beaufort would increase under ARS 2 and ARS 
4. However, no effects to historic structures are anticipated. Sections 5.1.13 and 7.1.13 of the 
EIS have been amended to address potential impacts on historic properties due to the increased 
noise levels. The Navy’s determination of “no effect” has been forwarded to the South 
Carolina Department of Archives and History. 
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Ms. Nancy Seaver 
4338 Pinewood Cir. 
Burton, SC 29902 


Comment: 


I know that “the noise I fear is the sound of freedom,” but the aircraft fly too low, and too late 
at night. [NS-1] At times I can read the squadron numbers on the aircraft, which is too low I 
know and not legal. My entire house shakes, when they fly over. I can’t imagine what the 
noise level is doing to the mobile homes in the area. [NS-2] I’m surprised there hasn’t been a 
law suit put against MCAS before now. My home lies right in the fly path of the runway. 


Response: 


NS-1 With the exception of approved low level routes or within Special Use Airspace, Federal 
Aviation Administration (FAA) regulations require aircraft to maintain at least 1,000 feet 
altitude in congested areas and at least 500 feet in rural areas, except on takeoffs and landings. 
The Navy at a minimum adheres to these altitudes. 


Flying aircraft at night is an integral part of an aviator’s training program. In particular, 

simulating landing on the deck of an aircraft carrier at night is crucial training for aviators. 

Unfortunately, not all night training requirements can be completed before 10:00 P.M. During 

summer months, sunset does not occur until 8:30 or 9:00 P.M. In addition, training © 


requirements increase just prior to deployment of an aircraft carrier resulting in a higher 
number of scheduled night operations. 


Training of aviators with night vision goggles may also require late night operations. This 
training 1s dependent on the moon phase and moonrise and moonset, to take advantage of the 
moonlight. 


NS-2 Thank you for your comment; no response required. 
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Mr. Roger Wood 
1008 9" St. 
Port Royal, SC 29935 


Comment: 


Please do not add additional wings to MCAS Beaufort. We love the military here but we do 
not need the additional noise created by the extra air activity. 


Thank you. 
Response: 


Thank you for your comment; no response required. 
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Mr. and Mrs. Louis Pinckney 
50 Cotesworth Ln. 
Beaufort, SC 29906 


Comment: 
We oppose the realignment of aircraft. See attached. 
November 11, 1997 


To: The Commander of the Atlantic Division 
From: Debora and Louis Pinckney 


We adamantly oppose additional aircraft to relocate to the Beaufort Air Station. With the 
current status of F/A 18 aircraft, there is extreme jet noise present. The Air Station has not 
been considerate of the residents in the area. We are surrounded by large bodies of water and 
yet these planes end up at slow speed on top of our roofs. If complaints are lodged itis —~ 
interesting to note the increase and targeting of the noise directly above the complainant’s 
home. [LDP-1] 


Our home is insulated with hurricane resistant, diagonal weather board, Armax, ship lap 
siding, and then covered by an additional layer of LP lap siding. The windows are 
Thermopane, insulated glass. Even with these extra measures, the noise level is unbearable. @ 


To have any type of enjoyable social gathering out of doors is left to chance, secondary to the 
unscientific guesswork as to when planes are flying. We have been longstanding residents, 
both born and raised with generations of our families before us. Property was seized from my 
father and his father before him so that the air station could prosper. 


We are NO longer willing to be good neighbors - as the Air Station attempts to manipulate our 
residents with intent to lower our property values and make it virtually impossible for growth 
of the area. [LDP-2] We are sure that there are areas that would welcome the additional 
squadrons, but we are not one of them. 


Response: 


LDP-1 Commanders review operating practices on a continuing basis with the goal of 
minimizing aircraft noise annoyance to the public. Aircraft noise complaints are fully 
investigated to reduce recurring complaints. Complaints received during normal working 
hours are referred to the Joint Public Affairs Officer (JPAO). After normal working hours, the 
complaints are referred to the MCAS Officer of the Day (OOD). The Airfield Operations 
Officer ensures that the JPAO and duty personnel are thoroughly briefed on all special airfield 
operations in a timely manner in order to respond to public questions. The JPAO determines 
whether action is required. 


LDP-2 Property values are determined by a combination of neighborhood characteristics (e.g., 
the quality of local schools, local property taxes, access to transportation, and the crime rate) 
and individual housing characteristics (e.g., age of the house, number of rooms, and amenities @ 
such as garages). There are no definitive federal standards for quantifying the impact of 

aircraft noise on property values. Therefore, we cannot quantify whether the increase in noise 

will affect property values. 
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Ms. Peggy Butler 
63 Blacksmith Cir. 
Beaufort, SC 29906 


Comment: 

As one who grew up in Beaufort and had both parents retire from MCAS Beaufort I have 
grown to appreciate the good friends and economic prosperity brought to our small town by 
MCAS. However, there has been a lot of negative impact as far as noise pollution, especially 
after 8:00 at night, that has become almost unbearable at times. It has become impossible on 
these evenings to take phone calls, hear television and even carry ona conversation. These 
flying patterns continue until after I usually go to bed at 11:00 pm. I suggest that bringing in 
additional squadrons would be most unpleasant and detrimental to peaceful evenings at home. 


Response: 


Thank you for your comments; no response required. 


Ms. Colleen E. Brant 
Davis & Floyd, Inc. 
P.O. Box 55 

Port Royal, SC 29935 


_ Comment: 


Beaufort has supported the military in this area for a very long time. However, the military 1s 
not the reason why Beaufort is such a wonderful place to live. I feel additional squadrons 
would be a detriment to the community, affecting the environment, encroaching into areas 
designated for residential uses, and creating more noise in the already noisy areas. 


Response: 


Thank you for your comments; no response required. 
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A.2 Public Hearing, Havelock, NC 
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Mr. Alvin L. Jackson 
103 Angela Dr. 
Havelock, NC 


Comment: | 

















Common sense both tax dollars and defense dollars should be move at least 5 
squadrons to MCAS Cherry Point, N.C. Navy should get more for the buck, training 1s 
one of the most important element. Cherry Point would be best for that. 


Response: 


Thank you for your comments; no response required. 






Mr. Stephen M. Zucks 
Cherry Point Employees Association 
P.O. Box 186 

Havelock, NC 28532 


Comment: 





In view of how this is being presented it appears a political decision has been made in 
favor of Oceana. This relocation to CP is for realtors and bankers. The station and 
NADEP will not benefit but for unwanted noise and congestion. I hope the 

commission looks at alternatives to Cherry Point! [SMZ-1] 


Response: 








SMZ-1 Section 2 of the EIS describes the process of alternatives screening in 
accordance with the requirements of the 1995 BRAC Commission, federal regulations, 
and Navy guidelines. Three of the five alternatives (ARS 1, ARS 2, and ARS 4) 

consider relocation of aircraft to installations other than MCAS Cherry Point. 
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A.3 Public Hearing, Bayboro, NC 
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Mr. Michael R. Bryant, Refuge Manager 
DOI, USFWS, Alligator River NWR 
Route 1, Box 1969 

Manteo, NC 27954 


Comment: 


The preferred alternative in the DEIS describes proposed actions which are likely to impact our 
aircraft dependent management activities. [ARNWR-1] Currently, we fly single engine aircraft and 
helicopters for monitoring and census work for waterfowl, for red-cockaded woodpeckers 
(endangered species), and for red wolves (endangered species). We also use these aircraft for 

_ detecting wildfires and to conduct prescribed burning operations. In addition, DOD has expressed 
concerns about our proposed management of impoundments which concentrate waterfowl. How 
would you propose to mitigate for these impacts? Who can we discuss suggested mitigation with? 
[ARNWR-2] 


Response: 


ARNWR-1 Based on an analysis of impacts in the EIS and Appendix C, the Navy has determined 
that no mitigation is required. The largest projected increase at the Dare County Range would be for 
ARS 1, in which all F/A-18 aircraft would be transferred to NAS Oceana. ARS 1 would only result 
in an increase of approximately five sorties per day (on the average) over existing 1997 operations. 
In addition, even though the number of operations will increase from 16% to 28% for the Navy 
portion of the Dare County Range (depending on the alternative), the actual time that the range is © 
considered “active” or “hot” would increase very little over existing conditions. The percent 
utilization of the Navy Dare County Range would increase from 57% in 1997 to 67% in 1999. 
Consistent with current procedures, citizens and state and federal officials will be allowed access to 
airspace over and adjacent to the Dare County Range whenever the range is declared “cold.” Upon 
request, the range may be declared “cold” when not being scheduled by the military. Appendix C of 
the EIS includes the Dare County utilization table and a detailed discussion of potential impacts to 
the Dare County Region. 





The Navy is continuing to investigate the merits of a radar installation in eastern North Carolina. 
Although no decision has been reached, procedures have been established and direct telephone lines 
have been installed to ensure better communications for the Dare County area. 


ARNWR-2 Please contact Mr. Fred Pierson, the community planning liaison officer (CPLO) 
for NAS Oceana, NALF Fentress, and Navy Dare County Range, at (757) 433-3158 
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Ms. Jody Raynard McGee 

Commercial 135 Pilot/A&P Mechanic/ASEL-IA Flight Instructor 
‘91 B.S. Aeronautical Science, Embry Riddle Aeronautical Univ. 
113 Pirates Way 

Manteo, NC 27954 





Comment: 


Please consider what I have to share with you requisite for the continued safety at Dare County 
Airport. DCA users need cooperation with ATC/NAVY alignment! [JRM1-1] As a commercial 
135 pilot based in Dare County and Raleigh-Durham over the past three years I have experienced 
a burgeoning necessity for joint action in this APZ. Runway 5 at Dare County Airport (DCA- 
MQIJ) is the required runway for larger aircraft. This runway provides the preferred instrument 
approach procedure due to weather and landing minimums. This procedure is rarely allowed by 
ATC due to ATC’s ability to coordinate aircraft; (range status are conflicting resulting in ATC 
never allowing this approach). Your efforts and bonafide dedication is appreciated. Note: A few 
years ago I flew wildlife flights in R5314 and was communicating with Navy Dare/Airforce Dare 
via phone and 122.9 VHF. I feel I received fair consideration being perceptive and respecting the 
complex and lethal operations that take place in R5314. Communication was primitive and again 
I believe then, a few years ago, radar would benefit operation there. [JRM1-2] Since this time 
Dare County Airport has increased operations considerably. The Navy’s proposed action will 
increase operations considerably with these ARS proposals. I support these realignment 
proposals and ask for help. 





Response: 


@ JRM1-1 Existing procedures provide civilian, state, and military pilots the capability to 
communicate with range and ATC facilities. Pilots can contact FAA flight service stations to 
determine if military training routes are scheduled. In addition, direct phone lines have been 
established between Dare County Range Control, Norfolk Approach Central, Washington Air 
Traffic Central Center, and the Fleet Area Control and Surveillance Facility (FACSFAC) to 
improve communications. 


JRM1-2 Based on an analysis of impacts in the EIS and Appendix C, the Navy has determined 
that no mitigation is required. The largest projected increase at the Dare County Range would be 
for ARS 1, in which all F/A-18 aircraft would be transferred to NAS Oceana. ARS | would only 
result in an increase of approximately five sorties per day (on the average) over existing 1997 
operations. In addition, even though the number of operations will increase from 16% to 28% 
for the Navy portion of the Dare County Range (depending on the alternative), the actual time 
that the range is considered “active” or “hot” would increase very little over existing conditions. 
The percent utilization of the Navy Dare County Range would increase from 57% in 1997 to 
67% in 1999. Consistent with current procedures, citizens and state and federal officials will be 
allowed access to airspace over and adjacent to the Dare County Range whenever the range is 
declared “cold.” Upon request, the range may be declared “cold” when not being scheduled by 
the military. Appendix C of the EIS includes the Dare County utilization table and a detailed 
discussion of potential impacts to the Dare County Region. 


The Navy is continuing to investigate the merits of a radar installation in eastern North Carolina. 
Although no decision has been reached, procedures have been established and direct telephone 
@ lines have been installed to ensure better communications for the Dare County area. 
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Mr. Gary L. Clark 
211 Sea Oats Ln 


Kitty Hawk, NC 27949 | © 


Comment: 


At the present time it is almost impossible for a civilian aircraft to get approval for an instrument 
approach to Runway 5 at Dare County Airport and extremely difficult to obtain an IFR clearance 
along V-189 between Dare County Airport and Tar River VOR due to range activity in R-5314. | 
sincerely hope that additional military activity in that range will require increased coordination 

between the range and ATC facilities and/or additional aircraft control facilities which will allow 


civilian aircraft more availability to the airspace in the vicinity of Dare County Airport. Asa 
pilot that uses that airspace on an almost daily basis, I would greatly appreciate more access to 
those federal airspaces. [GLC-1] 


Response: 


GLC-1 Existing procedures provide civilian, state, and military pilots the capability to 
communicate with range and ATC facilities. Pilots can contact FAA flight service stations to 
determine if military training routes are scheduled. In addition, direct phone lines have been 
established between Dare County Range Control, Norfolk Approach Central, Washington Air 
Traffic Central Center, and the Fleet Area Control and Surveillance Facility (FACSFAC) to 
improve communications. 
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Ms. Mona DiSilvestro 
920 Bingham St. 
Virginia Beach, VA 23451 


Comment: 


Why one and a half hour “political rally” at the beginning of our “public hearing”? When and 
where will the people of this city have a voice concerning matters that vitally impact their lives 
before instead of after the fact? [MD-1] 





Response: 


MD-1 The purpose of the public hearing process is to provide members of the public an 
opportunity to present their views of the proposed action. All transcripts of the hearings, 
comment cards, and comment letters will be part of the permanent record and will be 
considered in the final decision. 
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Mr. George Matt . 

ANA USN (Ret.) © 
1123 East Bay Shore Dr. 

Virginia Beach, VA 


Comment: 


1. Why should affected residents pay for so-called gains in naval population when no one can predict 
what the residential egress of non-naval residents from V.B. will be. [GM-1] 

2. Commercial jets are subject to noise reduction - why not military jets? [GM-2] 

3. Do we really know how many toxic pollutants are emitted by jet exhaust? [GM-3] © 

4. Does the Navy really care that property values could be adversely affected or that there could 
eventually be more HUD homes on the market? [GM-4] 

>. Is a huge naval presence the only answer to the survival of Va. Beach? [GM-5] 

6. Would V.B. be willing to pay relocation cost to residents affected in the name of environmental 
protection as they do for the “farmers” for environmental protection from envisioned (not definite) 
housing development? [GM-6] 

7. If V.B. spends taxpayers money to move schools for safety and environmental reasons, what about 
the homeowner population not on the government payroll? [GM-7] We are also part of the human 
community. 

8. It appears that Va Beach can’t see the pitfalls for the dollar sign. What price glory? [GM-8] 


Response: 
GM.-1 Thank you for your comments; no response required. 


GM-2 Military aircraft are exempt from the Noise Control Act of 1972. However, Navy aircraft © 
conduct noise abatement procedures to the best of their ability, commensurate with safety and 

operational training requirements. Section 4.8 of the EIS pLovices noise abatement procedures used at 

NAS Oceana to reduce noise impacts. 


GM-3 Aircraft air emissions are discussed in Section 3.1.9.3 of the EIS. 


GM-4 Property values are determined by a combination of neighborhood characteristics (e.g., the 
quality of local schools, local property taxes, access to transportation, and the crime rate) and individual 
housing characteristics (e.g., age of the house, number of rooms, and amenities such as garages). There 
are no definitive federal standards for quantifying the impact of aircraft noise on property values. 
Therefore, we cannot quantify whether the increase in noise will affect property values. 


GM-5 Thank you for your comments; no response required. 

GM-6 The Navy does not have the authority to condemn property, provide sound attenuation, or 
otherwise compensate property owners without Congressional authorization and appropriation of funds. 
The Navy does not intend to seek specific Congressional authorization and appropriation of funds for 


these purposes to support the realignment of F/A-18 aircraft from NAS Cecil Field. 


GM.-7 The Navy has no authority to respond; however, we invite you to submit your questions and 
concerns to the City of Virginia Beach 


GM-8 Thank you for your comments; no response required. 
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© Ms. Mona S. Saferstein 
748 Virginia Dare Dr. 
Virginia Beach, VA 23451 


Comment: 


Material interests rather than the quality of life seem to be the driving force behind the DEIS 
and the City Council report. All living things suffer from the noise level created by the 
existing aircraft at Oceana - an increase would be devastating. [MSS-1] Air pollution is 
worsening. [MSS-2] The structure of my new home is at risk from the constant barrage of 
vibration. Will the Navy be responsible for damage? [MSS-3] Will the tax assessor lower my 
taxes which incidentally have almost doubled since 1994 while the appreciation of my home 
site has diminished? [MSS-4] Spread the FA18's to NC where they are desired. 


Response: 


MSS-1 Noise impacts under all of the ARSs are addressed in the EIS. Noise levels in the 
region would significantly increase under ARS 1 and the EIS discusses the mitigation measures 
to minimize/prevent adverse noise impacts. 


MSS-2 Data collected by VDEQ indicate air quality is improving in the Hampton Roads area. 
The U.S. EPA recently redesignated the Hampton Road area’s air quality as now complying 
with the national ozone air quality standard. The projected change in aircraft and other 
emissions associated with the realignment under ARS 1 are within the state growth allotment 
for maintenance of the national ambient air quality standards in this region. 





MSS-3 Structural damage from overflight by existing or proposed aircraft is not expected. The 
Navy could be responsible for repair to your home if structural damage was caused by Navy 
aircraft overflights. A determination would need to be conducted through the Navy’s claims 
process. 


MSS-4 Property values are determined by a combination of neighborhood characteristics (e.g., 
the quality of local schools, local property taxes, access to transportation, and the crime rate) 
and individual! housing characteristics (e.g., age of the house, number of rooms, and amenities 
such as garages). There are no definitive federal standards for quantifying the impact of 
aircraft noise on property values. Therefore, we cannot quantify whether the increase in noise 
will affect property values. 
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Mr. Thomas R. Pearson 
2905 DuBois PI. 
Virginia Beach, VA 23456 


Comment: 


This is the first of several comments: Time constraints dictate 1 must leave the meeting. 


I am offended that members of the Press and our elected officials (some) left before hearing all 
of the public session; obviously the elected officials are representing the “business side” of the 
proposed move - NOT the citizens! 


Response: 


Thank you for your comment; no response required. 





A-5-120 
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Mr. Robert B. Moesta 
2109 Sherbrook Cir. 
Virginia Beach, VA 23454 





Comment: 


1. Please provide the plan for sound attenuation and funding of that prior to disrupting the affected 
schools. [RBM-1] 

2. Please restrict flight paths to limit expansion of noise zones. [RBM-2] 

3. Please provide figures for the reduction of property values in the newly expanded noise zones. 
[RBM-3] 

4. Please bring the entire issue to a vote. [RBM-4] 

5. The water supply and Lake Gaston Project are being presented as complete; they are not - please 
address this issue. [RBM-5}] 

6. Elected city officials stated that Virginia Beach supports this plan. This plan is not supported by the 
residents of Virginia Beach. [RBM-6] 

7. Please include in the EIS Scenario #6 relocation to North and South Carolina, eliminating Oceana. 
[RBM-7] 

8. Please address funding for noise abatement to homes in the newly expanded noise zones. [RBM-8] 


Response: 


RBM-1 The Navy does not have legal authority to expend federal funds on improvements to 
state, local, or private property. Specific Congressional authorization and appropriation would 
be required, which the Navy does not plan to pursue. However, at the request of the Mayor of 

© Virginia Beach, the Navy has been working with the City of Virginia Beach School 
Administrator to help quantify school impacts. 


RBM-2_ Flight tracks represent the approximate centerline of flight patterns and corridors and 
are used for noise modeling purposes. Actual patterns may vary due to type of aircraft, aircraft 
weight, aircrew technique, number of aircraft in the pattern, wind, etc. Section 3.1 has been 
amended to clarify the description of flight tracks. The increase in noise zones is due to the 
increase in the number of operations that would be conducted at NAS Oceana and NALF 
Fentress, and not to any change in the number or size of the existing flight paths. 


Pilots are periodically briefed on the existing patterns and the need to maintain the published 
patterns. Aircraft in the FCLP pattern are in constant radio contact with the landing signal 
officer (LSO) for pattern control. One of the functions of the LSO is to provide feedback to 
the pilots in the pattern. The Navy will continue to enforce pattern discipline. Unrelated to the 
proposed action, the Navy is installing a permanent TACAN (navigational device) at NALF 
Fentress to provide aviators aid in pattern control. Further, future FAA regulations will require 
onboard global positioning system (GPS) capability for all military and civilian aircraft. GPS 
will further assist pilots in maintaining flight patterns. 


RBM-3 Property values are determined by a combination of neighborhood characteristics (e.g., 
the quality of local schools, local property taxes, access to transportation, and the crime rate) 
and individual housing characteristics (e.g., age of the house, number of rooms, and amenities 
such as garages). There are no definitive federal standards for quantifying the impact of 
aircraft noise on property values. Therefore, we cannot quantify whether the increase in noise 
will affect property values. 
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RBM-4 The base closure and realignment process was mandated by Congress when it enacted 
the Defense Base Closure and Realignment Act of 1990. Under this process, Congress reviews 
the specific recommendations of the Base Closure and Realignment Commission (BRAC) and 
chooses to either accept or reject the Commission’s recommendations. The BRAC 1995 list of 
recommended closures and realignments, which included closure of NAS Cecil Field and 
realignment of the F/A-18s, was accepted by Congress. As the base closure process is a federal 
process, local referendum procedures are not applicable 


RBM-5 According to the City of Virginia Beach, the Lake Gaston Project is fully operational 
as of November 7, 1997 (see letter from the City of Virginia Beach dated December 2, 1997, 
under Appendix I, Part B, “Local Agencies”). 


RBM-6 Thank you for your comment; no response required. 


RBM-7 The EIS undertakes a multistage screening process to arrive at those alternatives that 
would be feasible for completion of the realignment in a manner consistent with the BRAC 95 
Commission recommendations, which have the force and effect of law. Installations were 
screened for necessary capacity and support infrastructure as well as the installation’s ability to 
meet various operations criteria. (Please see Section 2.1). Within that process, various 
installations and basing scenarios were considered. Numerous alternative basing options were 
examined, with only five being fully compared as feasible, reasonable alternatives. The five 
feasible, reasonable alternatives were given a full comparative analysis in which economic, 
environmental, and social concerns were evaluated for each alternative. The remainder were 
eliminated from further analysis as not being feasible, with a short discussion as to why (as } 
required by the CEQ regulations). The following two alternatives were considered but 
eliminated from further analysis because they would not be consistent with the BRAC 95 
Commission goal of using existing infrastructure to the greatest extent possible: 1) relocation 
of all aircraft to MCAS Cherry Point and 2) relocation of all aircraft to MCAS Beaufort. 
Please see Sections 2.5 and 2.6 of the EIS. Table 2.5-1 presents a comparative summary of the 
ARSs. 


RBM-8 The Navy does not have the authority to condemn property, provide sound 
attenuation, or otherwise compensate property owners without Congressional authorization and 
appropriation of funds. The Navy does not intend to seek specific Congressional authorization 
and appropriation of funds for these purposes to support the realignment of F/A-18 aircraft 
from NAS Cecil Field. 
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Mr. George E. Mysok 
4849 Tunlaw Ct. 
Virginia Beach, VA 23462 







Comment: 





] totally support the movement to Virginia Beach of all 180 FA18's. The economic impact and 
the amount of services and additional benefits far exceed the negatives. 







Response: 







Thank you for your comment; no response required. 






Ms. Suzanne Hayes 
2316 N. Wolfsnare Dr. 
Virginia Beach, VA 23454 






Comment: 








Under current flight patterns, I understand that our residence should not be experiencing the 
high level noise. [SH-1] However, I can honestly assure you that we do on a weekly, if not 

daily, basis. At this time, planes are flying lower than the requirements the pilots are supposed 
to be complying with as well. [SH-2] I ask that these two areas be addressed. 








Response: 







SH-1 Noise impacts differ with the runway used. For instance, when Runway 14 is utilized 
(about 6% of the time, depending on the wind direction), Wolfsnare Drive is under the FCLP 
and break patterns. With the exception of approved low level routes or within Special Use 
Airspace, Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) regulations require aircraft to maintain at 
least 1,000 feet altitude in congested areas and at least 500 feet in rural areas, except on 
takeoffs and landings. The Navy at a minimum adheres to these altitudes. Additionally, the 
Navy has raised the minimum flight altitude at NALF Fentress to 800 feet for pattern 
operations. Low level flights (1.e., under 800 feet) are not permitted at NALF Fentress unless 
the aircraft is landing or taking off. 














Pilots are periodically briefed on the existing patterns and the need to maintain the published 
patterns. Aircraft in the FCLP pattern are in constant radio contact with the landing signal 
officer (LSO) for pattern control. One of the functions of the LSO 1s to provide feedback to 
the pilots in the pattern. The Navy will continue to enforce pattern discipline. Unrelated to the 
proposed action, the Navy is installing a permanent TACAN (navigational device) at NALF 
Fentress to provide aviators aid in pattern control. Further, future FAA regulations will require 
onboard global positioning system (GPS) capability for all military and civilian aircraft. GPS 
will further assist pilots in maintaining flight patterns. 











SH-2 Please see response to SH-1. 
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Mr. Pete Koch 
3604 Kings Lake Dr. 
Virginia Beach, VA 23452 







Comment: 







I fully support Alternative #1 - relocate all 180 F/A-18 aircraft to Oceana. For the sake of the 
personnel and families that must move from Florida, do not authorize any further delays in this 
process and encourage an early decision in order to facilitate relocation planning and reduce 

personal turbulence associated with the BRAC decision mandating their move. 







Response: 






Thank you for your comment; no response required. - 






Mr. James P. Titulaer 
1404 Preserve Dr. 
Virginia Beach, VA 23451 









Comment: 





Noise seems to be one of the key issues. I like the way you dance around between three 
separate noise levels. The max being 75 db. Why wasn’t an in-depth study done to find out 
an average max level. [JPT-1] I'll guarantee it’s 90-100 db minimum. It’s at the pain 
threshold level. That’s not acceptable for residential areas. If OSHA was involved as it would 
be if it was a business (that is the residential area), we would need hearing protection. That’s 
fine for industrial areas, not for people’s neighborhoods. Listening to the speakers, it sounds 
like only those select few who will benefit from money aspect are for the 180 jets. I, like most 
of Virginia Beach, will not make one dollar from this action. I don’t think the jets should move 
here. [JPT-2] 











Response: 







JPT-1 There are many ways to express the loudness of sound produced by aircraft. Among 
these are maximum or average maximum levels, as well as the day-night average sound level 
used in the EIS. The 24-hour day-night average sound level (Ldn) has been determined to be a 
reliable measure of community sensitivity to aircraft noise and is the standard noise metric 
used in the United States to measure the effects of aircraft noise. Ldn takes into account both 
the noise levels of all individual events that occur during a 24-hour period and the number of 
times those events occur. Please see Section 3.1.8 of the EIS for a detailed description of Ldn. 









JPT-2 Thank you for your comments; no response required 
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Ms. Margie Hults 
1656 Southern Blvd. 
Virginia Beach, VA 23454 


Comment: 










1. Why can’t the Navy purchase the properties nearest the base (my neighborhood) [the crash 
potential zone] and use it for base housing. ,[MH-1] 

2. This hearing was obviously a formality and a waste of time for the “victims” of this project. 
[MH-2] 





Response: 


MH-1 The Navy does not have the authority to condemn property, provide sound attenuation, 
or otherwise compensate property owners without Congressional authorization and 
appropriation of funds. The Navy does not intend to seek specific Congressional authorization 
and appropriation of funds for these purposes to support the realignment of F/A-18 aircraft 
from NAS Cecil Field. 





MH-2 Thank you for your comments; no response required. 













Mr. Clarence Warnstaff 
3429 Middle Plantation Quay 
Virginia Beach, VA 23452 
Comment: 
Support the F/A 18's moving to Virginia Beach! 


Response: 


Thank you for your comment; no response required. 
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Mr. Michael B. Sawyer @ 
941 E. Piney Branch Dr., Apt. 102 


Virginia Beach, VA 2345] 
Comment: 


I am in support of ARS 1 for the economic benefits to our local economy and I have two 
suggestions to improve the quality of life for citizens living in the immediate area. 

1. Navy and Virginia Beach must have a dialogue about when jets should take off and land. If, 
through a cooperative effort, the community could see the Navy having practice flights at other 
times besides dinner (5-7 p.m.) or not landing after 9 p.m. or before 7 a.m. then the general 
population would be more at ease. If the Navy would communicate their intentions and be 
willing to move or adjust single point events to a more appropriate time...life would be good!! 
MBS-1] 

2. Recommend to Navy personnel to live within the noise zones such that they would be more 
sensitive to the sound of freedom. [MBS-2] Do this such that 75% of new personnel would 
live within the noise zones. It’s a good way to insure good neighbors and provide 
accountability. 


In addition, transportation infrastructure needs would be impacted less in other parts of 
Virginia Beach. [MBS-3] Thanks!! 


Response: 

MBS-1 Flying aircraft at night is an integral part of an aviator’s training program. In © 
particular, simulating landing on the deck of an aircraft carrier at night is crucial training for 

aviators. Unfortunately, not all night training requirements can be completed before 10:00 

P.M. During summer months, sunset does not occur until 8:30 or 9:00 P.M. In addition, 

training requirements increase just prior to deployment of an aircraft carrier resulting ina 

higher number of scheduled night operations. 

Training of aviators with night vision goggles may also require late night operations. This 

training is dependent on the moon phase and moonrise and moonset, to take advantage of the 

moonlight. 


MBS-2 Thank you for your comment; no response required. 


MBS-3 Thank you for your comment; no response required. 


Anonymous 
Comment: 
Think terrorism when I think about the Navy. 


Response: 





Thank you for your comment; no response required. 
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Ms. Anna M. Stewart 
2724 Spigel Dr. 
Virginia Beach, VA 23454 








Comment: 


I have lived in Virginia Beach since 1977. I already know about the noise, potential for a crash 
and other impacts from a lot of aircraft activity because we lived with it for those years. It is 
an accepted trade off for the economic and industrial development that can be expected with 
the transfer of these high tech airplanes. I think it is an opportunity we should embrace. 


Response: 


Thank you for your comment; no response required. 


Mr. Ken Walker 
(no address) 


Comment: 
Will there be any increases in taxes due to the move to Oceana. [KW-1] 
Response: 


© KW-1 As discussed in the EIS, taxes are not expected to increase in the vicinity of NAS 
Oceana as a result of any of the ARSs. 


Mr. Les Lilley 

1601 Tether Keep 

Virginia Beach, VA 23454 

Comment: 

In favor of accepting F/A-18s at Oceana. 


Response: 


Thank you for your comment; no response required. 








A-5-127 
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Mr. Billy Fountan 
2344 Gen. Longstreet Dr. 
Virginia Beach, VA 


Comment: 


We are not in favor of moving additional aircraft and noise to the area. Many retired people 
have settled here in hopes of finding some quiet and peace. The areas is not able to handle so 
many more people. The whole idea of Virginia Beach will change. If these planes have to be 
relocated here, please be considerate in flying times. [BF-1] Right now it’s beginning to 
become very uncomfortable in the evening and on weekends. Impossible to eat in the evening. 
_Low flying over roof tops is nerve racking. The noise is unbearable. [BF-2] So many planes 
over this growing population 1s an accident waiting to happen. [BF-3] 


Response: 


BF-1 NAS Oceana and NALF Fentress are open 24 hours a day. Modeling of the airspace and 
flight operations by NASMOD shows sufficient capacity at NAS Oceana and NALF Fentress 
to handle 180 F/A-18 Hornets. The increased operations would not affect current noise 
abatement procedures. At NAS Oceana, pattern work and high-power ground engine mainte- 
nance run-ups will continue to be restricted to the hours before 11:00 P.M. At NALF Fentress, 
restrictions on pattern operations during Sunday church service hours will also continue. 


BF-2 NAS Oceana takes all noise complaints seriously. Calls arriving on the Noise Abate- 
ment Hotline (757) 433-2162 are received by the assistant operations duty officer (AODO) 
who coordinates investigation of each incident with the control tower. All noise inquiries are 
forwarded to the community planning liaison officer (CPLO) for further investigation and 
follow-up calls. The CPLO then forwards all noise complaints to the air station commanding 
officer. Violations of noise abatement procedures are forwarded to squadron commanding 
officers for appropriate action. 


Flying aircraft at night is an integral part of an aviator’s training program. In particular, 
simulating landing on the deck of an aircraft carrier at night at NALF Fentress is crucial 
training for aviators. Unfortunately, not all night training requirements can be completed 
before 10:00 P.M. During summer months, sunset does not occur until 8:30 or 9:00 P.M. In 
addition, training requirements increase just prior to deployment of an aircraft carrier resulting 
in a higher number of scheduled night operations. 


Training of aviators with night vision goggles may also require late night operations. This 
training is dependent on the moon phase and moonrise and moonset, to take advantage of the 
moonlight. 
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BF-3 The FA-18 is one of the safest aircraft ever to enter Naval service. Although the 
accident rate for a particular aircraft is independent of traffic density and number of aircraft, 
the number of mishaps occurring in a given area can reasonably be expected to increase 
incrementally as the total number of operations in that area increases. 





However, one of the primary goals of the Naval Aviation Maintenance Program is to reduce the 
accident rate as an aircraft ages. Again, the overall chance of an aircraft mishap occurring at a 
given location is remote. 


Mr. George Tzavaras 
828 Greentree Arch 
Virginia Beach, VA 2345] 


Comment: 


I favor bringing the F/A 18s to Oceana. It’s right for the Navy and right for Virginia Beach. 


Response: 


Thank you for your comment; no response required. 


Ms. Ernestine Cook 
@ 1829 Haverhill Dr. 
Virginia Beach, VA 23456 


Comment: 


Will the Navy buy my house since I don’t want to live inundated by the F/A-18 planes that may 
come here? [EC1-1] 


Response: 


EC1-1 The Navy does not have the authority to condemn property, provide sound attenuation, 
or otherwise compensate property owners without Congressional authorization and appropria- 
tion of funds. The Navy does not intend to seek specific Congressional authorization and 
appropriation of funds for these purposes to support the realignment of F/A-18 aircraft from 
NAS Cecil Field. 








A-5-129 
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Jonathan 
1829 Durham West 
Virginia Beach, VA 23454 





Comment: 


I’m all for the moving of all F18's to NAS Oceana. I love the planes, both the F14's and the - 


18's. I love watching them, I love seeing them. I know the F18's are louder and that actually 
makes me laugh. It sounds like they’re ripping the sky. I love my jets. Bring them all here 


Response: 


Thank you for your comments; no response required. 








A-5-130 
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Ms. Sally Saunders 
Virginia Beach, VA 





Comment: 


Really want all the F18's here. However, the properties which will be put in the crash zone 
which were not previously located there are a great concern. Homes will depreciate. [SS1] 
Schools are put in danger. [SS-2] There must be a workable plan to alleviate these AICUZ 
problems. [SS-3] 


Response: 


SS-1 Property values are determined by a combination of neighborhood characteristics (e.g., 
the quality of local schools, local property taxes, access to transportation, and the crime rate) 
and individual housing characteristics (e.g., age of the house, number of rooms, and amenities 
such as garages). There are no definitive federal standards for quantifying the impact of 
aircraft noise on property values. Therefore, we cannot quantify whether the increase in noise 
will affect property values. 


SS-2 APZs do not predict aircraft accidents but indicate a possible location of an accident 

should it occur. An examination of military aircraft mishaps over 30 years shows the majority 

of accidents within 5 miles of an airfield tend to occur on the airfield or on the extended arrival 

or departure corridor, decreasing in likelihood with distance from the end of the runway. 

While the chances of an accident occurring at a particular location in the APZs is remote, the 
} Navy provides APZs as a tool for communities to use in land use planning. 


The EIS identifies APZs based on the flight tracks, number of operations, and distance from 
the end of the runway. APZs are established under flight tracks with a minimum of 5,000 
annual operations, extending out 15,000 feet (except FCLP patterns which may exceed this 
distance) from the end of the runway. 


While APZs expand in all scenarios over the environmental baseline and adopted AICUZ, this 
does not reflect on the safety of the F/A-18 aircraft. It is primarily due to improved criteria, 
which better define the zones. The F/A-18 is one of the safest aircrafts in the history of naval 
aviation. 


SS-3 The EIS discusses the role of AICUZ program in land use planning. An example of a 
workable solution is given in the EIS in Section 4.4, in which the Navy and the City of Virginia 
Beach have coordinated plans to relocate two schools to a compatible location. 
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Ms. Barbara Morrison 
5525 Shadowwood Dr. 
Virginia Beach, VA 23455 







Comment: 






VB needs Oceana and I fully support all efforts to bring additional forces to this area. 







Response: 






Thank you for your comment; no response required. 





Ms. Pam Matthias 
610 Fort Raleigh Dr. 
Virginia Beach, VA 23451 








Comment: 
Bring all the planes 







Response: 


Thank you for your comment; no response required. 











Mr. Victor D. Stauch, Jr. 
Lt. Col USMC (Ret.) 
321 Mace Hill St. 
Virginia Beach, VA 23451 













Comment: 


I am strongly opposed to more aircraft at NAS Oceana. The noise and crash zones are at 
unacceptable levels of exposure and risk respectively. [VDS-1] Mechanical failure/pilot error 
are inevitable - the degradation of quality of life in residential and commercial zones is 
obvious. Go to NC! 







Response: 





VDS-1 Impacts on noise and APZs under all ARSs are addressed in the EIS. Noise levels in 
the region would significantly increase under all ARSs, and the EIS discusses the mitigation 
measures to minimize/prevent adverse noise impacts. APZ acreage also would increase under 
all ARSs; as indicated in the EIS, the Navy's AICUZ Program Procedures and Guidelines for 
Department of the Navy Air Installations will be implemented to minimize adverse impacts. 
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Ms. Marjorie Broadhurst 
1672 Laurel Ln. 
Virginia Beach, VA 23451 





Comment: 


If I could have my rathers - I would rather not add any more planes and noise to this area. We 
need to control noise, not add to it. 


Response: 


Thank you for your comment; no response required. 


Mr. William A. Stokes 
1400 Linlier Dr. 
Virginia Beach, VA 23451 


Comment: 


We don’t need additional noises or pollution, in spite of what they say. We definitely are 
exchanging quality of life! 


_ Response: 


S Thank you for your comment; no response required. 
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Mr. Wyman Harrison, President 
Environmental Research Associates, Inc. @ 
P.O. Box 3643 

Virginia Beach, VA 23454 


Comment: | 


From our perspective, the noise associated with Oceana flight operations can best be reduced if 
the Navy will follow FAA flight procedures, rigorously. [WH-1] We insist that the Navy 
amend the appendix volume to its EIS to give details as to why such archaic procedures as the 
overhead-break allowed at Oceana. [WH-2] In a populated area such as Virginia Beach, there 
is no acceptable reason why the Navy should not follow FAA flight limitations. 


Response: 


WH-1 With the exception of approved low level routes or within Special Use Airspace, 
Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) regulations require aircraft to maintain at least 1,000 
feet altitude in congested areas and at least 500 feet in rural areas, except on takeoffs and 
landings. The Navy at a minimum adheres to these altitudes. Additionally, the Navy has 
raised the minimum flight altitude at NALF Fentress to 800 feet for pattern operations. Low 
level flights (i.e., under 800 feet) are not permitted at NALF Fentress unless the aircraft is 
landing or taking off. 


Pilots are periodically briefed on the existing patterns and the need to maintain the published 

patterns. Aircraft in the FCLP pattern are in constant radio contact with the landing signal © 
officer (LSO) for pattern control. One of the functions of the LSO is to provide feedback to 

the pilots in the pattern. The Navy will continue to enforce pattern discipline. Unrelated to the 

proposed action, the Navy is installing a permanent TACAN (navigational device) at NALF 

Fentress to provide aviators aid in pattern control. Further, future FAA regulations will require 

onboard global positioning system (GPS) capability for all military and civilian aircraft. GPS 

will further assist pilots in maintaining flight patterns. 





WH-2 Elimination of the overhead break and Field Carrier Landing Practice (FCLP) would 
unacceptably compromise training and would contribute to delays in landing pattern entry with 
resulting increases in flight time, fuel expenditure, and aircraft wear. Also, this would 
significantly compromise safety because these types of approaches are used aboard ship, and 
training must reflect actual operations. 
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Ms. Allegra M. Midgett 
1820 Templeton Ln. 
Virginia Beach, VA 23454 





Comment: 


We brought our home out of noise zone and we do not wish to have more noise or more people. 


Response: 


Thank you for your comment; no response required. 


Mr. Boyd S. Midgett 
1820 Templeton Ln. 
Virginia Beach, VA 23454 


Comment: 

I am against the F/A-18 coming to Virginia Beach. When we moved to Virginia Beach, which 
was coming back home, we bought in the less noise zone. Now we will be in the #2 noise 
zone. 


Response: 


© Thank you for your comment; no response required. 


Ms. Georganne G. Fischer 

2369 London Pointe Dr. 

Virginia Beach, VA 

Comment: 

I have lived with the present noise pollution - many nights of non-stop air traffic beyond 11:00 


p.m. I want quality in my life - not quantity. This plan would not give me that quality. And I 
don’t believe our community would ever recuperate from this “jet lag”. 


Response: 


Thank you for your comment; no response required. 
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Mr. Philip M. Stewart 
2724 Spigel Dr. 
Virginia Beach, VA 23454 







Comment: 






The most economical solution is to bring all planes to Oceana of all solutions. 





Response: 







Thank you for your comment; no response required. 


Ms. Jacquie Whitt 
1605 Wright Ln. 
Virginia Beach, VA 23451 









Comment: 






I am opposed to bringing more jets to the area due to the noise impact. I have reached a point 
where J am now wearing ear protectors in my home. You never, ever get used to living like 
this. 







Response: 






Thank you for your comment; no response required. 


Anonymous 













Comment: 





Do not want them. Do not need them. Enough is Enough. 


Response: 






Thank you for your comment; no response required. 
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Mr. Steve Husak 
1792 Greensward Quay 
Virginia Beach, VA 23454 





Comment: 


Strongly support initiative to transfer all F/A 18 aircraft to NAS Oceana, VA. It is essential 
that we consolidate these aircraft to preserve logistic support resources and provide a creditable 
defense of our Nation. This initiative is good for the Navy and the Virginia Beach economy. 


Response: 


Thank you for your comment; no response required. 


Mr. David M. Steinberg 

Fellowship of the Inner Light 

Associate for Research and Enlightenment 
620 14" St. 

Virginia Beach, VA 23451 


67" and Atlantic Ave. 
Virginia Beach, VA 23451 


© Comment: 


] thought we had a government of the people. Why was there no referendum? [DMS-1] The 
residents should vote on a major issue that affects our quality of life, the brains of our children, 
our safety and our total environment every day. The total cost of this noise pollution and 
damage is far greater than the dollars some people will make from the military spending. 


Response: 


DMS-1 The base closure and realignment process was mandated by Congress when it enacted 
the Defense Base Closure and Realignment Act of 1990. Under this process, Congress reviews - 
the specific recommendations of the Base Closure and Realignment Commission (BRAC) and 
chooses to either accept or reject the Commission’s recommendations. The BRAC 1995 list of 
recommended closures and realignments, which included closure of NAS Cecil Field and 
realignment of the F/A-18s, was accepted by Congress. As the base closure process is a federal 
process, local referendum procedures are not applicable. 
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Mr. Joseph Manuel Kerekes 
Pentran-Peninsula Transit 
3436 Dandelion Crescent 
Virginia Beach, VA 23456 







Comment: 







Bring ‘em on in! We fought for the base with all our might, let us never siphon the true life 
blood of this entire region. This is a good thing! We should never even consider a decision 
that would jeopardize future considerations of relocating to our area. Let’s not cancel our 

blessing! 








Response: 






Thank you for your comment; no response required. 








Mr. William W. Harrison, Jr. 
City Council of Virginia Beach 
Municipal Center 

Virginia Beach, VA 








Comment: 







’ I wholeheartedly support the decision to move all F/A-18 squadrons to VA Beach. I look 
forward to working with Navy officials to coordinate the move to our city and create a “win- 
win” for our citizens, our businesses and all new Navy families. Welcome to VA Beach. 






Response: 







Thank you for your comment; no response required. 






Mr. Linwood Branch 
City Council of Virginia Beach 
1000 Atlantic Ave. 

Virginia Beach, VA 23451 








Comment: 






I support the decision to relocate to Oceana. This move is in the best economic interest of the 


country. 






Response: 






Thank you for your comment; no response required. 
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© R. E. Spruit 
ANA 


1120 Windsor Rd. 
Virginia Beach, VA 23451 


Comment: | 





Heartily agree with bringing the F/A 18s to Oceana. 


Response: 


Thank you for your comment; no response required. 


Ms. Eva Baker 

351 Dillon Dr. 

Virginia Beach, VA 23452 

Comment: 

My residence according to your display is in an area where the noise level would increase to 


+75 db. For any quality of life, this is totally unacceptable. I had enough this summer with the 
windows closed with the AC on and could still hear the racket. Please send the jets to NC!! 


@ Response: 


Thank you for your comments; no response required. 


Mr. Edward D. Johnson 

1109 Brandon Rd. 

Virginia Beach, VA 23451 
Comment: 

I favor the F/A 18s coming to Oceana. 


Response: 


Thank you for your comment; no response required. 
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Ms. Bonnie Osborn 
1841 Elkins Cir. 
Virginia Beach, VA 23456 








Comment: 







People talk about “the sound of freedom”. It is not freedom when our freedom to enjoy open 
windows, listen to our radio or TV, have a conversation in person or on the phone is taken 
away by noisy jet planes screaming overhead. It is not freedom when I can’t walk outside 
without earplugs or my hands over my ears, and it is not freedom when our children and pets 
cringe or run to hide from the scary, upsetting and hurtful sound of the jets. - 








Response: 








Thank you for your comments; no response required. 





Col. Roger Dorian 
USMC (Ret.) 

100 Pinewood Rd. 
Virginia Beach, VA 23451 








Comment: 







I am in favor of the first recommendation to allocate all of the fighter aircraft to NAS Oceana. 
It is the most practical solution to cost conscious military budget. We recognize the increase in 
noise levels, but that is the trade off to efficient use of the tax dollar. It is a compromise, and 

one I am very willing to live with. The noise level is akin to the saying, “the bark is worse than 
the bite”. 










Response: 


Thank you for your comments; no response required. 
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Ms. Bonnie Osborn 
184] Elkins Cir. 
Virginia Beach, VA 23456 





Comment: 


It is very disturbing and disappointing to think that our city gives more importance to increas- 
ing the plane population of Oceana above the safety and comfort of its private citizens. People 
purchased their homes and chose areas to live in based on noise zone areas that were set up and 
published. It is not right or just that these noise zones and safety levels could be changed with 
little consideration of the home owner. Our city has proven again and again that the dollar is 
more important than its people. 


Response: 


Thank you for your comments; no response required. 


Mr. W. Leonard Moyer 
719 High Point Ave 
Virginia Beach, VA 23451 


Comment: 


©} Those of us living in the shadow of Oceana’s aircraft feel we are already making a significant 
sacrifice for our country. We are willing to share the load of additional aircraft, but not the 
entire load. I would like to see 60 additional aircraft at each of the considered locations. 
[WLM-1] 


Response: 


WLM-1 Section 2 of the EIS describes the alternatives screening process and the rationale for 
identifying potential receiving installations in accordance with the requirements of the BRAC 
Commission, federal regulations, and Navy guidelines. One of the basic considerations of the 
screening process was that the relocated aircraft could not be split among more than two 
locations for operational, cost, and readiness reasons. Therefore, the three candidate facilities 
cannot each receive one-third of the relocating aircraft. 
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Ms. Lynn Nelson 
Mercer Transportation 
1209 Baker Rd. Ste 513 
Virginia Beach, VA 23455 








Comment: 







I have lived here all my life and only commercially associated with the Navy. I believe the 
realignment can only be great for our area. We need the job base - people here cannot always 
have quite desk work. Our labor force needs the diversity this will bring. We have lots of blue 
collar workers that need higher pay. , 







Response: 






Thank you for your comments; no response required. 








Mr. and Ms. Kurt Naschke 
1956 Big Boulder Dr. 
Virginia Beach, VA 23456 








Comment: 





All proposed additions to Oceana will be welcomed as squadron strength should be increased 
to maintain base usage proficiency. 







Response: 


Thank you for your comment; no response required. 











Mr. Charles G. Duvall 
USN (Ret.) 

2412 East Chester Dr. 
Virginia Beach, VA 23454 








Comment: 









I have lived in the London Bridge area 42 years. I wear ear plugs in my garden during Oceana 
flight operations. Needless to say, I’m definitely not happy with the planned additional crush 
of planes coming. What really gets me is to hear the little kids in my neighborhood chant as 
they jump rope, “Navy pilots fly to learn - hope to God they Crash and Burn, burn one, burn 
two, burn three, burn four!!” Beautiful, huh? 









Response: 






Thank you for your comments; no response required. 


02:H:AMP\OV8903\D532NAPPENDIX I\AS\CC, WPD-01/23/98-26 
A-5-142 











Mr. Will Sessons 
4506 Atlantic Ave. 
Virginia Beach, VA 23451 





Comment: 
Oceana is the place for the F18's. It only makes sense. 
Response: 


Thank you for your comments; no response required. 


Mr. James M. Hughes 
516 Pine Song Ln. #102 
Virginia Beach, VA 23451 


Comment: 
Economic scare of previous military reductions has blinded city business people and adminis- 


trators and they have swallowed the decibels and crash potential hook, line and sinker. Quality 
of life for a significant portion of our population will be reduced. As a new retired citizen, I’m 


seriously considering if I’ve made a mistake. Also, what about negative impact on tourism? 
[JMH-1] 


@ Response: 


JMH-1 The proposed realignment of F/A-18 aircraft to NAS Oceana is not expected to 
significantly impact tourism in the region. Under the existing AICUZ Program, aircraft 
operations and tourism have coexisted in the Hampton Roads area. 


Mr. Patrick W. Beck 
812 Gloria PI. 
Virginia Beach, VA 


Comment: 


The noise will be too loud to live with. The dollar signs have blinded the city’s vision. They 
must not live in the Noise Zone. Please don’t let any more jets come here. 


Response: 


Thank you for your comment; no response required. 
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Mr. Michael Walker 
3405 Champlain Ln. 
Virginia Beach, VA 23452 






Comment: 







As a resident of VA Beach, I DO NOT want to see the additional aircraft sent to Oceana NAS. 
I sincerely believe that if the citizens of VA Beach had a chance to be heard and really thought 
that it would make a difference, they would overwhelmingly say the same thing I am. We/I do 
not want the added pollution of all descriptions, (air, noise, ground, water) - we do not want 
our roadways clogged with traffic - we do not want our already overcrowded schools cramped 
with additional students, making it necessary to build additional schools at great tax payer 
expense. Our city council, sadly, represents a tiny fraction of the citizens by speaking only for 
the business sector in respect to your planned move of aircraft and personnel to Oceana, and 
the millions of dollars they will bring. The majority of citizens here wish to live our lives 
without the noise and overcrowding this move will bring. Only the people who stand to line 
their pockets with money are in favor of your plans. PLEASE send your aircraft and personnel 
to another area. 













Response: 







Thank you for your comments; no response required. 





Mr. Michael McCarthy 
Fellowship Center (Paul Solomon Institute) 
620 14" St. 

Virginia Beach, VA 2345] 







Home: 3312 Brookbridge Rd. 
Virginia Beach, VA 23451 







Comment: 









I live in a noise zone and I know that an F/A-18 makes an F-14 (or even an A6) sound like 

_ Rolls Royce Limos. As a 30 year professional musician and a minister of God (Prince of 
Peace) and experienced retail business (sorry, I’m hurrying) person, I am adamantly opposed as 
I see the noise level of 180 of these aircraft decimating the tourist trade (in return sales) and 
destroying our environment. The impact on hundreds, if not thousands, psychologically is 
almost impossible to calculate. Millions of dollars is the same myopic value system (good or 
evil calculated by “good for the economy”) that almost destroyed America 15 years ago. Off to 

Cherry Point with them! And pray for the Carolinians. 










Response: 






Thank you for your comments; no response required. 
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Mr. Don Denkle 
2004 Las Cruces Ct. 
Virginia Beach, VA 23454 





Comment: 
Noise, pollution, both are regulated on autos and commercial jets, not military. [DD-1] 


Response: 





DD-1 Military aircraft are exempt from some specific noise and emission requirements. 
However, the Navy has analyzed potential impacts on noise and air quality associated with the 
proposed action in Sections 4.8 and 4.9 of the EIS, respectively. 


Mr. Jonathan Owens 
1829 Durham West 
Virginia Beach, VA 

















Comment: 


] just want to say that I love these jets, and I hope we get all 180 of them. I know it’s biased on 
my part because I love them so much, but it also makes the most sense. It’s the cheapest, most 
economical plan. What of the noise? I know they’re loud, but that’s the noise of freedom 
baby. If you don’t like it, leave. What about potential accidents? There’s more chance of you 
getting in a car accident than a jet crashing on you. Are you going to stop driving? I love the 
United States Navy, and its jets, and I’m all for the transfer of all 180 F/A-18s Hornets to NAS 
Oceana. May they come, I love my jets. The more the merrier. 


Response: 


Thank you for your comments; no response required. 


Mr. and Mrs. Charles De Stefano 
Triple Oaks Condo Association 
425 Julie Dr. 

Virginia Beach, VA 23454 


Comment 









We are in noise zone 2 and the planes are too loud. We do not need noisier F18's. Send them 
to Cherry Point. The politicians do not live in noisy neighborhoods and have to blast the T.V. 

for hours at a time to hear the local news. Share the noise with everybody and then ask them to 
comment on the problem at hand. 


Response: 


Thank you for your comments; no response required. 
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Mr. Thomas Pearson 
2905 DuBoise Place 
Virginia Beach, VA 23456 







Comment: 






- High Noise Area, Zone 3, APZ-1 






I invite Navy investigators to sit in my living, doors and windows closed---as if living in a 
“tomb”---and measure the noise level-currently. This EXCEEDS the maximum SAFE 
exposure level for humans. Normal everyday functions like talking on the phone or watching 
T.V. are difficult now---they will be impossible when flight operations increase to approx. 
69,000 annually. And nothing has been addressed as to the proposed engine upgrade to the 
F/A 18 hornet: [TP-1] These larger engines will exceed your current noise estimates. 








Response: 







TP-1 The F/A-18 E/F aircraft is programmed to replace the Navy F/A-18 C/D and F-14 
aircraft, which cannot accommodate new weapons and weapons systems. The Draft EIS for 
the initial siting of the F/A-18 E/Fs on the west coast was published on December 5, 1997. 
Similarly, National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) documentation will be prepared before 
the Navy sites the E/Fs on the east coast. The public will have an opportunity to review and 
comment in accordance with NEPA. Please see Section 9 of the EIS for a discussion of the 
cumulative impacts associated with the F/A-18 E/F aircraft. 


Ms. Nancy H. Stauch 
321] Mace Hill St. 
Virginia Beach, VA 23451 


















Comment: 







The accident potential and noise exposures surrounding NAS are unacceptable as is - the 
woman with unborn child killed on Oceana Blvd in ~1989 is proof (A-6) without delving into 
statistical probability. Recent F-18 accidents exacerbate the chances of further tragedy in our 
community. The 51,500 people to be exposed to >75dB should have been at the public 
hearing, which was a sham with politicians evading any issues of citizens concern. Oceana is 
no longer a viable master jet base due to continued commercial and residential development in 
the past 20 years! No more jets!!! . 










Response: 


Thank you for your comments; no response required. 
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H.A. Stokely 
1504 N. Horseshoe Circle 
Virginia Beach, VA 23451] 





Comment: 


Proposed Changes to Oceana Operational Procedures 
to allow operation with minimum impact 
on community quality of life and safety 


1. Discontinue the overhead break for planes coming into Oceana. [HAS-1] 
This maneuver is unnecessary, extremely noisy, and dangerous. It exposes wide 
areas of the community to noise and danger. Commercial Airports all over the world 
handle more traffic than Oceana and all of it is by straight in approach. Changing to 

this type of approach would eliminate most of the crash and noise zones that affect 
Oceana’s neighbors. It would not compromise training or inconvenience the 
operators. 


2. Eliminate all touch and go landings at Oceana. [HAS-2] 

The long sessions of touch and go landings at Oceana expose wide areas of the 
community to unnecessary noise and hazard from the low flying aircraft. Use other 
fields with rural surroundings for ALL touch and go operations. Cherry Point would 
be an excellent alternate site as it within easy reach, has refueling capability and is 
surrounded on three sides by areas that are very sparsely populated. 


3. Require that all aircraft approaching and leaving Oceana observe the FAA required 
250 knot maximum speed below 10,000 feet. This requirement is universally ignored 
with aircraft around Oceana operating routinely in the range of 400 to 500 knots. The 
effect of this on the. noise level in the community is inexcusable. Enforce the 
requirement with disciplinary action. [HAS-3] 


4. Use low noise departure procedures. [HAS-4 

Aircraft teaving Oceana should remain below 250 Knots, reduce power and cruise 
between 1500 and 2500 feet altitude until they are well out over the ocean or rural 
areas, and turn to direct their noise away from the community before resuming their 
climb. 


5. Make the base quiet times for church and sleep, a firm and enforced policy. [HAS-5] 
Extend the quiet hours by at least thirty minutes in both directions from the existing 
policies. 


6. Discontinue Airshow practice at Oceana except in the period just before an airshow 
is to be held. [HAS-6] 


If these simple steps were taken, the improvement to community quality of life, 
safety and welfare would be tremendous - even with the additional aircraft operating 
from the base. The inconvenience to the operators would be minimal and overall 
safety would be enhanced. 
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if the Navy discontinues the overhead break and touch and go 
landings at Oceana - the areas in red would be the only crash 
zones. 
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Response: 


HAS-1 Elimination of the overhead break and Field Carrier Landing Practice (FCLP) would 
unacceptably compromise training and would contribute to delays in landing pattern entry with 
resulting increases in flight time, fuel expenditure, and aircraft wear. Also, this would 
significantly compromise safety because of these types of approaches are used aboard ship, and 
training must reflect actual operations. 

HAS-2 FCLP operations are typically conducted at NALF Fentress. The recent increase in 
FCLP operations resulted from the temporary closure of NALF Fentress. Conducting FCLPs 
at a site more than 50 miles from the aircraft base (such as between NAS Oceana and MCAS 
Cherry Point) does not meet the Navy’s operational criteria in Section 2 of the EIS. 

HAS-3 Naval aviators are responsible for compliance with established FAA flight procedures, 
except for those cases in which aircraft performance or safety requires deviation from these 
procedures. 

HAS-4 Low noise departure procedures are already utilized at NAS Oceana by 1) securing 
afterburners no later than the airfield boundary, and 2) by climbing rapidly on departure, taking 
the noise up away from the community. This procedure is common at commercial airports. ©} 
Remaining as low as 1,500 to 2,500 feet could result in a greater noise level experienced by the 

population living along the flight pattern. 
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Arrival and departure procedures for NAS Oceana are focused on the safe and expeditious 
sequencing of a mix of aircraft to and from the airfield under both Visual Meteorological 
Conditions (VMC) and Instrument Meteorological Conditions (IMC). While Federal Aviation 
Regulations (FAR), Part 91.117, does limit the speed of aircraft under 10,000 feet MSL (mean 
sea level) and/or in the Airport Traffic Area, it also states, “If the minimum safe speed for any 
particular operation is greater than the maximum speed prescribed in this section, the aircraft 
may be operated at that minimum speed.” Navy F-14 and F/A-18 aircraft routinely use the 
Visual Flight Rules (VFR) overhead pattern with flights of two or more aircraft in formation, 
necessitating higher air speeds for greater maneuverability and an added margin of safety. This 
training reflects the type of approach used aboard ship, and training must reflect real opera- 
tions. : 

HAS-5 Flying aircraft at night is an integral part of an aviator’s training program. In 


particular, simulating landing on the deck of an aircraft carrier at night at NALF Fentress is 
crucial training for aviators. Unfortunately, not all night training requirements can be 
completed before 10:00 P.M. During summer months, sunset does not occur until 8:30 or 9:00 
P.M. In addition, training requirements increase just prior to deployment of an aircraft carrier 
resulting in a higher number of scheduled night operations. 


Training of aviators with night vision goggles may also require late night operations. This 
training is dependent on the moon phase and moonrise and moonset, to take advantage of the 
moonlight. 


HAS-6 NAS Oceana aircraft normally only practice just prior to an air show; however, since 
NAS Oceana aircraft do perform air shows at other sites, additional practice at NAS Oceana is 
uired. Practicing at the air show sites other than NAS Oceana is sometimes not practicable. 
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W. L. Moyer 
719 High Point Ave. ®@ 
Virginia Beach, VA 23451 | 


Comment: 


I did not see anything with regard to the length of exposure time. With more jets the amount of 
time of exposure to the loud noise will increase. What is the effect of this on the hearing and 
quality of life for those exposed. [WLM1-1] How much exposure time to sounds greater than 
75 db does it take to impair hearing. [WLM1-2] Also the stress caused by the noise duration 
will increase negatively impacting quality of life and emotional state. 


Also, the rate of accidents for the F-18 is likely to increase as a function of the aircrafts age and 
the air traffic density. Twice as many aircraft can be roughly equivocated to double the air 
traffic density and number of sorties. [WLM1-3] 


Response: 


WLM1-1 The length of exposure time to aircraft noise sources is automatically taken into 

account in the Day-Night Average Sound Level (Ldn). The increase in the number of jet 

aircraft operations will generally cause the Ldn at any given location to increase from its 

present value to some higher value. The effect of noise on hearing is discussed primarily in 

Sections 3.1.8 and 4.8. The effects of noise on quality of life are also discussed in Sections 

3.1.8 and 4.8. These effects range from speech and sleep interference to annoyance. Again, | 
the extent of these effects at any location is determined by the noise level (Ldn) after the © | 
proposed action is implemented. Since a person does not regularly spend 24 hours a day | 
outside, the Ldn that is experienced by any individual will be less than outdoor Ldn where 

he/she resides. Typical housing construction provides 15 dB (windows open) to 25 dB 

(windows closed) of sound attenuation. Thus, the actual Ldn that a person experiences will be 

a function of the Ldn at his/her home and the amount of time that he/she spends outdoors, 

indoors with the windows open and indoors with the windows closed. 


WLM1-2 The Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) sets standards 
stipulating maximum durations of exposure to continuous levels of noise to protect employees 
from hearing loss in the workplace. These standards allow exposure to continuous noise at a 
sound level of 85 dB for 16 hours. The allowed exposure time is halved for each 5 dB increase 
in level (i.e., 90 dB is allowed for 8 hours, 96 dB is allowed for 4 hours, and so on) up to a 
maximum continuous sound level of 115 dB, exposure to which is allowed for 15 minutes. 
Exposure to continuous noise at levels above 115 dB is not allowed for any amount of time. 
As discussed in Section 3.1.8, an Ldn of 75 dB has been identified as the minimum level at 
which hearing loss may occur. Ldn is not a measure of the instantaneous sound level experi- 
enced by the listener, but rather an average of all sound levels experienced throughout a 24- 
hour period (with a 10 dB adjustment for nighttime noise). Thus, exposure time is already 
included in the Ldn calculation. 
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WLM1I-3 The FA-18 is one of the safest aircraft ever to enter Naval service. Although the 
accident rate for a particular aircraft is independent of traffic density and number of aircraft, 
the number of mishaps occurring in a given area can reasonably be expected to increase 
incrementally as the total number of operations in that area increases. 





However, one of the primary goals of the Naval Aviation Maintenance Program is to reduce the 
accident rate as an aircraft ages. Again, the overall chance of an aircraft mishap occurring at a 
given location is remote. 





Mr. Thomas Pearson, Concerned Taxpayer 
2905 DuBois PI. 

Virginia Beach, VA 23456 

Noize Zone-3 APZ-1 Magic Hollow 


Comment: 


Attached is a copy of an editorial that was published Sept. 97. Submitted for inclusion and 
consideration. 


I wish to submit the following editorial: 


Has someone secretly tried to tattoo the word “STUPID” on the foreheads of the citizens in Va. 
@ Beach?? What good is moving schools out of a ‘potential crash-zone’ going to do? Don’t 
those same students still LIVE IN the neighborhoods surrounding those schools?? Thus will 
they not still be located in the ‘crash-zone’?? [TP1-1] The only real issue here that I see 1s that 
there is PRIME real estate located there RIGHT NEXT to Lynnhaven Mall that city “council” 
and the developers are just salivating to get hold of. And where is the water to support approx. 
5000 new people and increased usage by the Navy itself going to come from?? Lake Gaston?? 
[TP1-2] I thought that water was to be used to raise the quality of life for the citizens already 
here!! I live in the ‘crash-zone’...have for over 16 years: often times the planes fly DIRECTLY 
over my house in their approach to Runway-5 at Oceana....and the noise is quite deafening 
while the damage to my home and automobiles from the jet fuel/exhaust is quite real: (the F-14 
Tomcat with the Pratt & Whitney TF-30 engine is only approx. 60 to 80% efficient at low- 
RMP landing speeds thus most of its fuel goes right out the “tail-pipe” during landings. [TP1- 
3] The F/A 18 Hornet is NOT much better.). The article by Meredith Cohn in Saturday’s Pilot 
(page A-12) suggests that I.... at an expense I can’t afford......fortify my home to be a “sound- 
resistant-cave” in order to endure the INCREASE in noise. This is an unacceptable loss of 
personal freedom that I can’t support especially when I take into consideration that my child 
may ‘possibly’ have to be bused AWAY from her neighborhood school [TP1-4] and, that the 
days of getting up in the morning to enjoy a QUIET cup of coffee or spend a QUIET evening 
with family and friends in backyard are gone, as the increase in flight ‘operations’ will 
effectively make “QUIET” a thing of the past. [TP1-5] Any person with true “inside” 
knowledge of base operations will tell you that closing NARF and Cecil Field was a bad move 
in regard to Naval efficiency....but a great “boon” to those who wish to “develop the area to 
death.” 
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Mr. Thomas Pearson 

2905 DuBois PI. © 
Virginia Beach, VA 23456 

Noize Zone-3 APZ-1 Magic Hollow 


Response: © 


TP1-1 The concept of Accident Potential Zones (APZ) is predicated on minimizing the 
density of development, and consequently the concentration of people, in areas identified as 
APZs. Relocating a school from a site within an APZ removes a high-density land use and 
concentration of people (in this case students, teachers, and other staff) exposed to aircraft 
overflights. 


TP1-2 As described in Section 4.6.1 of the EIS, under ARS 1, increased water demand in the 
City of Virginia Beach, City of Chesapeake, and NAS Oceana will total approximately 0.69 
MGD. The Lake Gaston Project is expected to provide 50 MGD to the City of Virginia Beach, 
and 10 MGD to the City of Chesapeake, well in excess of the present estimated demand of 35 
MGD (Please see Section 3.1.6.1 of the EIS). Therefore, the amount of water available will be 
sufficient to meet expected demand after the realignment. 


TP1-3 There are no jet engine operating conditions under which raw fuel would be emitted 
through the engine exhaust. The F/A-18 C/D engine is designed to emit negligible amounts of 
particulate; this engine characteristic minimizes the likelihood of oily particulate settling out of 
the atmosphere and causing an impact on the ground. 


TP1-4 Thank you for your comments; no response required. 5 


TP1-5 Thank you for your comments; no response required. 
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Mr. Thomas Pearson 

2905 DuBois PI. 

Virginia Beach, VA 23456 

Noize Zone-3 APZ-1 Magic Hollow 





Comment: 


Attached is a copy of an article sent to the Va. Pilot-newspaper. It further underscores to 
actual noise level increase we can expect in our area. 


Let me be the first to congratulate the Navy on its INCREDIBLE “sounds of freedom - night 
flight operations” sound effects show, recently produced for our benefit on Halloween night. 
The roar and screeching of the jet engines was FAR superior in “scare” quality to the Hallow- 
een display and sound effects that my son and several of his friends spent weeks planning and 
constructing. And the added bonus of not being able to hear all those “trick or treater’s” as 
they approached my door was a nice touch. I can’t wait to see how they compete with the 
Christmas music that I annually ‘pipe’ outdoors and the anticipation of watching the lips move 
on the carolers (since I will not be able to hear them) as they serenade our homes here in Magic 


Hollow will be priceless! 
Response: 


Thank you for your comments; no response required. 


© Mr. and Mrs. John M. Dorsey, Sr. 
2924 Dante PI. 
Virginia Beach, VA 23456 


Comments: 


When the planes start flying, I want you to come to my house and stay while they are doing 
there thing. 


I don’t want to see this happen. I have had pictures fall from my walls my windows rattle can’t 
here myself talk sometimes they fly so low that you can wave to the pilot and they wave back. 
I have lived here 1975. I have seen 2 planes crash here and I think you are asking for trouble. 


Response: 


Thank you for your comments; no response required. 
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Mr. and Mrs. George G. MacDonald 
809 Navigator Ct. @ 
Virginia Beach, VA 23454 


Comments: 


Bringing all 180 Hornets here to Oceana is not a good move. It will greatly reduce the quality 
of life in Great Neck Meadows, specifically. The Hornets are not only much louder than the 
F-14s, but having such an increase of jets into such a concentrated and populated area will very 
certainly change our neighborhood and city into a regularly interrupted city with heightened 
screeching and rumbling, leaving us all to scurry for cover and reach for ear muffs. My family 
bought our home 4 years ago in search of quieter area and better schools. We previously lived 
in Lake Placid, nearer to Oceana’s busier runways, where the jets interfered in our daily lives 
at an extremely loud level, even rumbling our pictures on the walls and china in the cabinets. 
We have left that nuisance once, we shouldn’t have to leave again in search of peace. 


We should remember our children who play outside and have more sensitive hearing. I’d hate 
to think our children would begin to play inside more than outside, curbing their exercise, both 
at home and at school. 


We request that the decision on where these Hornets should move be based on the impact it 
will have on the quality of life and not a few dollars in our pocket. Money does not always 
improve; it breeds Greed. We have a nice area here in Great Neck-that will change with these 
Hornets. 


Response: 


Thank you for your comments; no response required. 
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Ms. Myra M. Brown 
1413 Alanton Drive 
Virginia Beach, VA 23454-1649 





Comment: 


- Aside from advances in medical technology in the last 30 
years, the medical field has undergone a major revolution in 
Clean air practices, both internal and external. The concomitant 
revolution in birthing and after-care procedures has given us a 
generation of babies with a head start in life. 


The first steps were taken in both these revolutions when 
doctors changed their minds about certain things. I can remember 
when most doctors I knew carried a package of cigarettes and when 
the primary question during normal pre-natal care was which 
anesthetic would be used. Overwhelmingly, those days are in the 
past. 


Now, gentlemen and ladies, you are the doctors. We need a 
revolution in navy flight operational procedures. in the 
interest of reducing the noise pollution which comes with 
military jets and in the interest of maximizing the safety [MMB-1] 
considerations which apply. I urge you to undertake a program of 
implementing all the many behavior modification techniques at 
your disposal to make our elite navy pilots world-class examples 
of community-friendly flying practices. 


For more than 30 years I have lived near but not in the 
flight zone of Oceana Naval Air Station. For 5 of those years, I 
was a teacher in a school which was in that flight zone. During 
3 additional years, I taught in schools which were not in that 
zone. The difference is well-known. 


The cold war is over. Advances in communication and 
transportation have given us a world which is getting smaller and 
smaller. Security goes beyond military might to include food, 
clothing and shelter; educational and work opportunities; 
appropriate health care and safety provisions. Environmental 


issues are a top priority. 
I understand that there are several ways in which training 
practices and airplane maintenance routines could be modified to [MMB-2] 
allow for minimum impact on the environment while not 
compromising military objectives. Lets have those modifications. 
After all, what is sought is the best possible quality of life 
for families in the local community and for the families of 
military personnel who have been assigned to live here. 
In further interest of improving quality of life, please 


allow our N.C. neighbors, south of Virginia Beach, to share in 
receiving some of the planes to be dislocated from Jacksonville. 


It is logical to believe that the negative impact of noise and 
safety concerns would be less in a more rural setting than ina [MMB-3] 
city where population is siqnificantiy more dense. 


MYER KH. BLOON 
1973 ALANTON DRIVE 
ViRGIN 1% SEACH, VA 23s 


N= 19-97 My at ire 


Response: 

MMB.-1 With the exception of approved low level routes or within Special Use Airspace, 
Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) regulations require aircraft to maintain at least 1,000 
feet altitude in congested areas and at least 500 feet in rural areas, except on takeoffs and 
landings. The Navy at a minimum adheres to these altitudes. Additionally, the Navy has 
raised the minimum flight altitude at NALF Fentress to 800 feet for pattern operations. Low 
level flights (i.e., under 800 feet) are not permitted at NALF Fentress unless the aircraft is 
landing or taking off. 


Pilots are periodically briefed on the existing patterns and the need to maintain the published 
patterns. Aircraft in the FCLP pattern are in constant radio contact with the landing signal 
officer (LSO) for pattern control. One of the functions of the LSO is to provide feedback to 
the pilots in the pattern. The Navy will continue to enforce pattern discipline. Unrelated to 
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the proposed action, the Navy is installing a permanent TACAN (navigational device) at 
NALF Fentress to provide aviators aid in pattern control. Further, future FAA regulations will © 
require onboard global positioning system (GPS) capability for all military and civilian 

aircraft. GPS will further assist pilots in maintaining flight patterns. 


MMB-2 Please see response to MMB-1. 


MMB-3 Thank you for your comments; no response required. 


Mr. Thomas V. Moore 
1312 Chewink Ct. 
Virginia Beach, VA 23451 


Comment: 


I recognize the value of Oceana to the Navy as an operational base, and as a patriot, I welcome 
them. I hope the Navy will be considerate neighbors in return, mainly by keeping noise to a 
minimum level consistent with safety. Take-offs and pass-overs with after burners should be 
prohibited. [TVM-1] The Navy should build or acquire a remote landing strip for touch-and- 
go’s [TVM-2]. 


Response: 


TVM-1 Use of afterburners allows aircraft to reach altitude sooner, lessening impacts on the ®& 
surrounding community. Department aircraft secure afterburners by the field boundary. 

Further, certain atmospheric conditions and aircraft configurations require the use of after- 

burners to achieve a safe takeoff. 


TVM-2 The BRAC-95 Commission directed the realignment of F/A-18 aircraft to existing 
east coast air stations with the necessary capacity and support infrastructure. Construction of a 
new airfield is thus beyond the scope of this EIS. 
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Mrs. Sally W. Newton 
2420 Julie Ct. 
Virginia Beach, VA 23454 





Comment: 


Please don’t bring us any more aircraft. We live in a potential accident zone where the planes 
now fly so low the noise is deafening and frightening. Of course they also fly low over the 
Lynnhaven Mall. Last year one pilot lost control and nearly dropped his plane on Office Max 
at Lynnhaven North while I was shopping there. | 


Not only does this nightmare lower the quality of life in Virginia Beach, but it will cause a true 
tragedy sooner or later. 


The politicians who are in favor of this new influx of aircraft should consider the detriment to 
our city. We don’t want them. Keep them away from here. 


Response: 


Thank you for your comments; no response required. 
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A.6 Public Hearing, Chesapeake, VA 
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} Mr. Ron Hallstrom 


544 Margaret Dr. 
Chesapeake, VA 23322 


Comment: 


Strongly oppose due to environmental impacts. 


Response: 


Thank you for your comment; no response required. 


Mr. Archie W. Matthews 
1668 Mt. Pleasant Rd. 
Chesapeake, VA 23322 


Comment: 


Bring them on. Just try and keep most flights in flight zone. Iam one (we are) family 
that was born and reared in this area. We respect our service people and would much 
rather see them than enemy planes. Some land owners would complain - but!! Did any 

@ of them turn down money for air rights?? I think not. Just bring our people here but 
think safety. 


Response: 


Thank you for your comments; no response required. 
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Ms. Patricia D. Kirby 
2017 Mt. Pleasant Rd. 
Chesapeake, VA 23322 








Comment: 






Planes from Fentress keep me up enough at nite. They need to go to N.C. where they 
want them. I fought to keep my house, I really don’t want the jet to take it away or lose 
my peace and quiet I get in the country. 







Response: 






Thank you for your comments; no response required. 











Mr. Robert E. Tye 
632 Centerville Turnpike S. 
Chesapeake, VA 23322 








Comment: 






Tam concerned about the increased noise level of F18 over the present F14 jets as my 
home is on the fringe of the current flight pattern. Also, more flights mean more 
potential for crashes and loss of life. Moving 180 F18's to Virginia Beach, Oceana 
airfield might produce a positive economic impact in Virginia Beach, but since 
Fentress Airfield is a touch and go practice airfield for training pilots, Chesapeake will 
only get the additional noise, accident potential, and a negative impact on real estate 
values. [RET-1] 











Response: 






RET-1 Positive economic impacts of all ARSs on the Hampton Roads area, including 
the City of Chesapeake, are discussed in Sections 4 through 8 of the EIS. The increase 
in noise levels and reconfiguration of APZs under ARS 1 are discussed in Sections 4.8 
and 4.2, respectively. As discussed in Section 4.2, property values are determined bya 
combination of neighborhood characteristics (e.g., the quality of local schools, local 
property taxes, access to transportation, and the crime rate) and individual housing 
characteristics (e.g., age of the house, number of rooms, and amenities such as 
garages). There are no definitive federal standards for quantifying the impact of 
aircraft noise on property values. Therefore, we cannot quantify whether the increase 
in noise will affect property values. 
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Mr. Michael L. Simmons 
Gray Eagle Farm 

4175 Elbow Rd. 

Virginia Beach, VA 23456 





Comment: 


The Navy needs to base its aircraft and train its crews someplace. I would prefer it be 
here. People have encroached on Oceana and Fentress for years - If you don’t like 
noise, don’t buy/rent there - there are plenty of other houses available. When I see/hear 
an aircraft overhead I thank God it is one of ours. 


Response: 


Thank you for your comments; no response required. 


Mr. Bruce Wright 
524 Fairfield Dr. 
Chesapeake, VA 23322 


Comment: 


The tidewater area already has too many military commands in this area. The traffic 
congestion is bad and getting worse. [BW-1] Send the jets to another area that needs 
the economic boost more than we do. We already deal with the noise of being woke up 
at midnight and later at night. 


Response: 


BW-1 Section 3.1.7 of the EIS discusses the current transportation system associated 

with NAS Oceana, including general conditions, specific congested areas, and planned 

road improvements. Impacts on transportation under all ARSs are addressed in 

Sections 4 through 8 of the EIS. Section 4.7 states that traffic conditions may be 

impacted in the short-term, but that LOS would not degrade from that projected with 
pletion of planned roadway improvements. 
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Mr. Donald Respess 
1317 Murray Dr. 
Chesapeake, VA 23322 






Comment: 










Don’t want anymore planes flying over my house. We live in the flight pattern. The 
noise is bad enough now. Chesapeake citizens are gaining nothing from this except (A 
- LOT MORE NOISE!) If Virginia Beach wants the new addition, give it to them and 

do away with using Fentress Airfield. [DR1-1] 








Response: 






NALF Fentress is required to support FCLP training for squadrons based at NAS 
Oceana. Please see Section 2.2.6.1 of the EIS. 








Ms. Doris N. Zook 
2025 Mt. Pleasant Rd. 
Chesapeake, VA 23322 








Comment: 





We have a home and business that is our life. The noise the jets make now keeps us 
awake at night making us close our windows. Please send the additional jets to an area 
that is less populated. I believe this area does not need more noise or more chances of 

having our house destroyed by a crash. | 







Response: 






Thank you for your comments; no response required. 








02: HAMPAOV8903\D532 ILKAPPENDIX INA6\CC.WPD 1/28/98—4 


A-6-68 





















Mr. & Mrs. Gary Shepherd, Jr. 
740 Forest Mills Rd. 
Chesapeake, VA 23322 





Comment: 
We didn’t pinch and save for 25 years to build a half million dollar house and have it 
destroyed by the planes flying low enough to crack the walls [GS-1]. We are very 

dissatisfied with the Navy’s decision to bring 180 jets here!! 


Response: 



















GS-1 Structural damage from overflight by existing or proposed aircraft is not 
expected. The Navy could be responsible for repair to your home if structural damage 
was caused by Navy aircraft overflights. A determination would need to be conducted 
’s claims 


Mr. Johnny Urban 
Schoolhouse Crossing Civic League 
1524 Prospect Dr. 

Chesapeake, VA 23322 






Comment: 





What studies or measures have been performed to estimate the impact on the closure of 
NADEP Norfolk, which NADEP JAX in turn inherited those capabilities, and the cost 
to support repair services that will have to be shipped from Jacksonville. [JU-1] The 
F18 NADEP will be left in Jacksonville while planes move here. This will be a long 

term cost to the Navy. 


Response: 





JU-1 The F/A-18 NADEP is located in North Island, California, not Jacksonville, 
Florida. Therefore, the F/A-18 realignment under any of the alternatives will not be 
impacted by the location of the F/A-18 NADEP. 
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Mr. Glenn Berkhahn 
1520 Prospect Dr. 
Chesapeake, VA 23322 





Comment: 


The present Fentress fly-zones are identical to the proposed Fentress fly-zones. Navy 
pilots practicing touch and go landings at Fentress do not adhere to the current fly- 
zones, flying well outside the zone and sometimes in full afterburner with their wings 
tucked back (F14). What is the Navy going to do to force the F18 pilots to adhere to 
the proposed Fentress plan if they can’t force their pilots to adhere to the old plan? 
[GB-1] Do repeated phone calls to the Oceana hotline informing Oceana that the 
Fentress pilots are again “out of the pattern” never seem to yield satisfactory results? 

[GB-2] Why is the Oceana Naval Brass at Oceana never informed about the hotline 
calls so the Navy can take action to correct the actions of the Fentress pilots flying out 
of the pattern? [GB-3] 


Response: 


GB-1 The area surrounding NALF Fentress is located under NAS Oceana controlled 

airspace. In addition to Field Carrier Landing Practice (FCLP) operations conducted at 

NALF Fentress, other aircraft transit the area on approach to NAS Oceana’s Runway 

05 and utilize the Ground Control Approach (GCA) box pattern. Aircraft on approach 

or in the GCA box may be mistaken for those flying in the FCLP pattern at NALF @ 
Fentress. 


With the exception of approved low level routes or within Special Use Airspace, 
Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) regulations require aircraft to maintain at least 
1,000 feet altitude in congested areas and at least 500 feet in rural areas, except on 
takeoffs and landings. The Navy at a minimum adheres to these altitudes. 
Additionally, the Navy has raised the minimum flight altitude at NALF Fentress to 800 
feet for pattern operations. Low level flights (i.e., under 800 feet) are not permitted at 
NALF Fentress unless the aircraft is landing or taking off. 


Pilots are periodically briefed on the existing patterns and the need to maintain the 
published patterns. Aircraft in the FCLP pattern are in constant radio contact with the 
landing signal officer (LSO) for pattern control. One of the functions of the LSO is to 
provide feedback to the pilots in the pattern. The Navy will continue to enforce pattern 
discipline. Unrelated to the proposed action, the Navy is installing a permanent 
TACAN (navigational device) at NALF Fentress to provide aviators aid in pattern 
control. Further, future FAA regulations will require onboard global positioning 
system (GPS) capability for all military and civilian aircraft. GPS will further assist 
pilots in maintaining flight patterns. 


Under most conditions, the Field Carrier Landing Practice (FCLP) pattern is to the east 
of Prospect Drive. This road is located under NAS Oceana controlled airspace and 
NAS Oceana’s approach to Runway 05 and under the Ground Control Approach 
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(GCA) box pattern. Aircraft on approach or in the GCA box may be mistaken for 
those flying in the FCLP pattern at NALF Fentress. Aircraft in the FCLP pattern would 
not have their wings “tucked back”. 





GB-2 NAS Oceana takes all noise complaints seriously. Calls arriving on the Noise 
Abatement Hotline (757) 433-2162 are received by the assistant operations duty officer 
(AODO) who coordinates investigation of each incident with the control tower. All 
noise inquiries are forwarded to the community planning liaison officer (CPLO) for 
further investigation and follow-up calls. The CPLO then forwards all noise 
complaints to the air station commanding officer. Violations of noise abatement 
procedures are forwarded to squadron commanding officers for appropriate action. 


All AODOs receive training in correct telephone procedures and all telephone calls are 
recorded to ensure quality control. Mr. Fred Pierson, the CPLO for NAS Oceana, 
NALF Fentress, and Navy Dare County Range, may be reached at (757) 433-3158 





GB-3 Please see response to GB-1 and GB-2. 
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Ms. Karen Russell 
637 Margaret Dr. 
Chesapeake, VA 23322 





Comment: 


I] oppose the ARS] Plan for the following reasons: 

1. Noise: At times currently is more than my family can stand. The pilots fly so low 
that the pictures hit the walls due to the vibration. They fly at night and it will wake 
you and your children up from a sound sleep now. I can hardly imagine how it will be 
if this option is adopted. [KR-1] 

2. Overcrowding: We (Chesapeake and Virginia Beach) cannot handle the influx of 
4,200 - not to mention the children that they will be bringing into an already 
overcrowded school system. [KR-2] Streets will be almost impossible to drive down 
without hitting constant traffic jams. [KR-3] 


For this area, which includes Virginia Beach, I believe the ARSS option is the best. I 
feel that Chesapeake was left out of the discussions in the beginning and I’m glad that 
we have an opportunity to comment tonight as well as to our representatives in 
Washington and City Council. 


Response: 


KKR-1 Noise impacts under ARS 1 are addressed in Section 4.8 of the EIS. Noise 2 
levels in the region would significantly increase under ARS 1 and the EIS discusses the 

mitigation measures that would be applicable to minimizing/preventing adverse noise 

impacts. 


KR-2 Socioeconomic impacts under ARS 1 are addressed in Section 4.5 of the EIS. 
Virginia Beach would receive the majority of the new residents (74.2%), with 
Chesapeake receiving approximately 9.3% of the new residents. The EIS states, "Given 
the current size of Virginia Beach and south Hampton Roads as a whole, these net 
increases in population would have only a minor effect on the demographic 
characteristics of the areas. The influx of new persons into Virginia Beach would 
create a 2% increase in the total population of the city over its current levels. ..... 
Other communities in south Hampton Roads would be even less affected by the 
proposed realignment under ARS 1." The aggressive capital expansion program 
planned by the Virginia Beach School District is expected to provide sufficient capacity 
to accommodate the increase in school-age children under ARS 1. 


KR-3 Transportation impacts under ARS 1 are addressed in Section 4.7 of the EIS, 
which states that traffic conditions may be impacted in the short-term, but that LOS 
would not degrade from that projected with completion of planned roadway 
improvements. 
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Mr. Alan Curling 
3118 Joseph Avenue 
Chesapeake, VA 23324 





Comment: 


The residents of the areas surrounding NALF Fentress do not know that the accident 
potential zones have been updated and re-aligned. [AC-1] People who move into the 
area are not aware that the house they buy could be in this zone. The public is still 
being advised of these zones based on the 1978 map. Every resident of the areas 
surrounding these bases should be mailed a new map showing the updated accident 
zones. 


Response: 


AC-1 APZ’s around NALF Fentress have not been officially updated. The APZ’s 
depicted in the EIS are projected for each ARS and were developed to give the Navy's 
decision-maker information to allow for a comparative analysis of alternatives prior to 
making a final decision. Once a final decision is made on the number of F/A-18 
aircraft that are to be relocated to NAS Oceana (Record of Decision), the Navy will 
update the APZ’s as part of an Air Installations Compatible Use Zones (AICUZ) plan 
update. The results and recommendations of the AICUZ plan are not binding on the 
local community. The plan depicts noise zones and APZs and recommends appropriate 

®& land uses. The local municipality is responsible for incorporating the AICUZ into land 
use planning and zoning. The cities of Virginia Beach and Chesapeake both require 
sroperty disclosure statements for potential buyers within a noise zone or APZ. 


Mr. Christopher H. Falk 
837 Beaver Dam Rd. 
Chesapeake, VA 23322 


Comment: 


If the flight pattern differs from the F15 to the F18, will the purchasing of air rights be 
considered. [CHF-1] 


Response: 


CHF-1 The Navy does not have the authority to condemn property, provide sound 
attenuation, or otherwise compensate property owners without Congressional 
authorization and appropriation of funds. The Navy does not intend to seek specific 
Congressional authorization and appropriation of funds for these purposes to support 
the realignment of F/A-18 aircraft from NAS Cecil Field. 
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Ms. Judy Graham 
1500 Periherson Ct. 
Chesapeake, VA 23322 





Comment: 


I have lived in this area for the past 20 years. I knew the airfield was here when I 
moved here. I fee] the Navy and Fentress were here long before me and hopefully it 


will continue. I realize the higher risk of noise and crash possibilities are there but the 
benefits far out weigh the obstacles. Thank you for allowing me to participate in this 
study. 


Response: 


Thank you for your comments; no response required. 
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Mr. Jeffrey Hall 
1321 Murray Dr. 
Chesapeake, VA 23322 


Comment: 


I would like to express my dissatisfaction with the Navy’s plan to relocate 180 F18's to 
Oceana. This move will significantly impact the quality of life my family and I have 
worked so hard to enjoy. My major concerns are increased noise, aircraft accident 
potential, reduced property values, school overcrowding and increased utility bills. 
[JH1-1] Ifthe Navy wants to pursue this I feel they should at least offer to buy the 
homes located in the crash zones. [JH1-2] You should consider a less populated area. 
The information provided indicates that the decision has already been made. [JH1-3] I 
feel you are just wasting my time! 


Response: 


JH1-1 The EIS discusses the impacts on noise, accident potential zones, housing, 
education, and utilities for all ARSs. Specifically, under ARS 1, these impacts are 
addressed in Sections 4.8, 4.4, 4.5.1, 4.5.2, and 4.6, respectively, of the EIS. Noise 
levels in the region would significantly increase under ARS 1 and the EIS discusses the 
mitigation measures that would minimize/prevent adverse noise impacts. APZ acreage 
also would increase under ARS 1; as indicated in the EIS, the Navy's AICUZ Program 
Procedures and Guidelines for Department of the Navy Air Installations will be 
implemented to minimize adverse impacts. Section 4.5.1 summarizes the housing 
supply and demand that is expected to occur under ARS 1 and concludes that the 
housing supply and market prices in Virginia Beach and Chesapeake are expected to be 
only very slightly affected. As noted in Section 4.5.2, the aggressive capital expansion 
program planned by the Virginia Beach School System is expected to provide sufficient 
capacity to accommodate the additional children, continuing an accommodation 
program that has been ongoing for the past several years. 


JH1-2 The Navy does not have the authority to condemn property, provide sound 
attenuation, or otherwise compensate property owners without Congressional 
authorization and appropriation of funds. The Navy does not intend to seek specific 
Congressional authorization and appropriation of funds for these purposes to support 
the realignment of F/A-18 aircraft from NAS Cecil Field. 


JH1-3 Thank you for your comments; no response required. 














Ms. Debbie Hall 
1321 Murray Dr. 
Chesapeake, VA 23322 





Comment: 


I disagree strongly with the Navy’s plans to bring in the F18 into the Oceana-Fentress 
area. My husband and I have work extremely hard to be able to purchase our “dream 
home” in the Fentress area. I feel my children are in the best schools (Hickory). If 
future plans with these F18's go through, I feel my property value will decrease greatly. 
[DH-1] The noise level is already awful and I have great concern regarding accidents 
that could possibly happen near my home. [DH-2] Building new schools then bringing 
these F18's into our area is not giving parents a feeling of safety for their children. If 
this plan is approved and the Navy proceeds with the F18 operation, I feel the Navy 
should be held responsible to compensate homeowners if they feel the need to sell for 
full appraised value of their home. [DH-3] Is the Navy willing to do this? 


Response: 


DH-1 Property values are determined by a combination of neighborhood characteristics 

(e.g., the quality of local schools, local property taxes, access to transportation, and the 

crime rate) and individual housing characteristics (e. g., age of the house, number of 

rooms, and amenities such as garages). There are no definitive federal standards for 

quantifying the impact of aircraft noise on property values. Therefore, we cannot © 
quantify whether the increase in noise will affect property values. 


DH-2 Impacts on noise and APZs under each ARS are addressed in Sections 4 through 
8 of the EIS. Noise levels in the region would significantly increase under ARS 1 and 
the EIS discusses the mitigation measures that would minimize/prevent adverse noise 
impacts. APZ acreage also would increase under ARS I; as indicated in the EIS, the 
Navy's AICUZ Program Procedures and Guidelines for Department of the Navy Air 
Installations will be implemented to minimize adverse impacts. : 


DH-3 The Navy does not have the authority to condemn property, provide sound 
attenuation, or otherwise compensate property owners without Congressional 
authorization and appropriation of funds. The Navy does not intend to seek specific 
Congressional authorization and appropriation of funds for these purposes to support 
the realignment of F/A-18 aircraft from NAS Cecil Field. 
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Mr. Joe Marzitello 
464 Curri Tuck Dr. 
Chesapeake, VA 23322 


Comment: 


I say move all the aircraft here. The airfields were here before the people. When I 
moved here I knew that Fentress was near my house. 


Response: 





Thank you for your comments; no response required. 


Ms. Laurel Thompson 
Long Ridge Rd. 
Chesapeake, VA 


Comment: 


Very concerned about the flying over my house and as it is now listed as a crash zone. 
The Navy in 1978 swore that it would never fly only east of Pocaty Rd. Now we have 
found that this is a lie. How many more lies are we going to be told. 


Response: 


Thank you for your comment; no response required. 


Mr. Louis F. Knight 
1117 Murray Dr. 
Chesapeake, VA 23322 


Comment: 


Sometimes jets are quiet for a while. Then they fly for hours (or days) on end in the 
same pattern. It would help a great deal if the pattern and schedule were changed often. 
[LFK-1] 


Response: 


LFK-1 This situation is an unavoidable consequence of training requirements and the 
cyclical nature of aircrew deployment aboard carriers. Strict procedures govern the 
frequency and timeliness of practice landing operations. The Navy does everything 
within its capability to even out operations, but peaks in operational tempo are 
unavoidable because of aircraft carrier deployments. 
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Ms. Marianne Paynter 
528 Margaret Dr. 
Chesapeake, VA 23322 







Comment: 






We moved to a spacious rural area for privacy and retirement. We like the quiet 
environment but we do get a lot of noise from Fentress Airfield. We would not 
approve of further air traffic in our locality. 








Response: 







Thank you for your comments; no response required. 





Mr. William W. Paynter 
528 Margaret Dr. 
Chesapeake, VA 23322 







Comment: 





We have enough air traffic as it is. An increase of more planes would only cause us to 
have to leave the area. Our air rights have not been sold but we still have intrusion of 
planes daily. 







Response: 






Thank you for your comments; no response required. 







F. J. Driscott 
2513 Longdale Ct. 
Chesapeake, VA 





Comment: 





All blue and gold - bring them all - you needed to replace the A-6. 







Response: 





Thank you for your comment; no response required. 
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Ms. Jane Campbell 
1505 Bodine Court 
Chesapeake, VA 23322 


Comment: 


Exactly how does the DEIS address the needs of the community that these planes will 
bea detriment to? [JC-1] 


Please consider (strongly) measures too provide some relief to these inconveniences 
that the Navy will be providing to our community. 


1. Keep them in the pattern! 


2. Set hours (reasonable) taking into consideration our quality of life. Not the 
convenience of the Navy pilots. 


3... Do it before the planes arrive! [JC-2] 
Response: 


JC-1 The EIS discusses the potential impacts of the proposed realignment on the 
regional economy, community services and utilities, transportation systems, air and 
water quality, noise environment, and land use. 


JC-2 Pilots are periodically briefed on the existing patterns and the need to maintain 
the published patterns. Aircraft in the FCLP pattern are in constant radio contact with 
the landing signal officer (LSO) for pattern control. One of the functions of the LSO 1s 
to provide feedback to the pilots in the pattern. The Navy will continue to enforce 
pattern discipline. Unrelated to the proposed action, the Navy is installing a permanent 
TACAN (navigational device) at NALF Fentress to provide aviators aid in pattern 
control. Further, future FAA regulations will require onboard global positioning 
system (GPS) capability for all military and civilian aircraft. GPS will further assist 
pilots in maintaining flight patterns. 


NAS Oceana and NALF Fentress are open 24 hours a day. The increased operations 
would not affect current noise abatement procedures. At NAS Oceana, pattern work 
and high-power ground engine maintenance run-ups will continue to be restricted to the 
hours before 11:00 P.M. At NALF Fentress, restrictions on pattern operations during 
normal Sunday church service hours will also continue. 


02: HAMP\OV8903\D532 1\APPENDIX NAG\CC. WPD2/2/98—15 


A-6-79 














Flying aircraft at night is an integral part of an aviator’s training program. In particular, 

simulating landing on the deck of an aircraft carrier at night at NALF Fentress is crucial 

training for aviators. Unfortunately, not all night training requirements can be © 
completed before 10:00 P.M. During summer months, sunset does not occur until 8:30 

or 9:00 P.M. In addition, training requirements increase just prior to deployment of an 

aircraft carrier resulting in a higher number of scheduled night operations. 


Training of aviators with night vision goggles may also require late night operations. 
This training is dependent on the moon phase and moonrise and moonset, to take 
advantage of the moonlight. 
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Ms. Rebecca Darragh 
1308 Murray Dr. 
Chesapeake, VA 23322 


Comment: 


There are several factors that bother me about the planes going to Oceana/Fentress. 


1. 


We live close to Fentress they fly over our house we knew this when we moved 
here but were told there was'a 800 ft min height they had to sustain that is not the 
case we have constant planes flying at an altitude of no more than 300 feet. [RD-1] 
This is not acceptable we have children, dogs, and a horse. This constant buzzing 
the house, back etc. is a constant problem. My children have stood on our balcony 
and waved to the pilots and they have waved back. When you can see what the 
pilot looks like this is obviously not 800 feet. 


The Navy considers 75 decibels or greater mandatory hearing protection. What are 
we as private citizens suppose to do to protect ourselves children and animals at this 
level of noise. [RD-2] 


In your proposal you have no new areas incorporated that would be subj ected to the 
75 decibels or greater areas. What about the people who already live in these areas. 
What is the Navy going to do for us? [RD-3] 


_ The fact that a lot of Fentress is rural is no fair to those of us who moved out here to 


get away from the city. I worry about the potential for an accident or crash now that 
we are in acrash zone 3. I have to worry for my family now that you are increasing 
the amount of training exercises at Fentress. [RD-4] 


The added planes purpose the problem of jet fuel. If not flown at the proper height 
(which we no they do not) we can expect more people having to replace there roofs, 
the possibility of jet fuel in our pools, we already get jet fuel in our water troughs of 
our animals. [RD-5] Jet fuel has been proven to cause cancer! 


. The pilots at Fentress currently are on a free for all and we are tired of it. There is 


no monitoring system. They fly wherever and however high they feel like it. [RD- 
6] If you are out they buzz the barns garages and houses. What about the citizens 
of Chesapeake rights. This is a great concern to myself and all my neighbors. 


Please take this into consideration and start looking out for the citizens of Chesapeake. 


Response: 

RD-1 With the exception of approved low level routes or within Special Use Airspace, 
Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) regulations require aircraft to maintain at least 
1,000 feet altitude in congested areas and at least 500 feet in rural areas, except on 
takeoffs and landings. The Navy at a minimum adheres to these altitudes. 
Additionally, the Navy has raised the minimum flight altitude at NALF Fentress to 800 
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feet for pattern operations. Low level flights (i.e., under 800 feet) are not permitted at 
NALF Fentress unless the aircraft is landing or taking off. @ 


RD-2 Please see Section 4.8 for a discussion of noise levels and impacts. _ 


RD-3 The Navy will continue to review its operational procedures at NAS Oceana, as 
required by the AICUZ Program, in order to mitigate noise impacts whenever 
practicable. 


The Navy does not have the authority to condemn property, provide sound attenuation, 
or otherwise compensate property owners without Congressional authorization and 
appropriation of funds. The Navy does not intend to seek specific Congressional 
authorization and appropriation of funds for these purposes to support the realignment 
of F/A-18 aircraft from NAS Cecil Field. 


RD-4 AP2Zs do not predict aircraft accidents but indicate a possible location of an 
accident should it occur. An examination of military aircraft mishaps over 30 years 
Shows the majority of accidents within 5 miles of an airfield tend to occur on the 
airfield or on the extended arrival or departure corridor, decreasing in likelihood with 
distance from the end of the runway. While the chances of an accident occurring at a 
particular location in the APZs is remote, the Navy provides APZs as a tool for 
communities to use in land use planning. 


The EIS identifies APZs based on the flight tracks, number of operations, and distance S 
from the end of the runway. APZs are established under flight tracks with a minimum 

of 5,000 annual operations, extending out 15,000 feet (except FCLP patterns which 

may exceed this distance) from the end of the runway. 


While APZs expand in all scenarios over the environmental baseline and adopted 
AICUZ, this does not reflect on the safety of the F/A-18 aircraft. It is primarily due to 
improved criteria, which better define the zones. The F/A-18 is one of the safest 
aircrafts in the history of naval aviation. 


RD-5 Fuel release procedures are governed by FAA and Department of Navy rules. 
Navy pilots are prohibited from dumping fuel below 6,000 feet above ground level, 
except in an emergency situation. Above 6,000 feet, the fuel would have enough time 
to completely vaporize and dissipate and would therefore have a negligible effect on 
the ground below. In an emergency, a fuel release may be performed to save the 
aircraft and/or pilot. The environmental impact of an emergency release will depend 
on the quantity released, height above the ground of the release, and atmospheric 
conditions. 
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RD-6 The area surrounding NALF Fentress is located under NAS Oceana controlled 
airspace. In addition to Field Carrier Landing Practice (FCLP) operations conducted at 
NALF Fentress, other aircraft transit the area on approach to NAS Oceana’s Runway 
05 and utilize the Ground Control Approach (GCA) box pattern. Aircraft on approach 
or in the GCA box may be mistaken for those flying in the FCLP pattern at NALF 
Fentress. 


Pilots are periodically briefed on the existing patterns and the need to maintain the 
published patterns. Aircraft in the FCLP pattern are in constant radio contact with the . 
landing signal officer (LSO) for pattern control. One of the functions of the LSO is to 
provide feedback to the pilots in the pattern. The Navy will continue to enforce pattern 
discipline. Unrelated to the proposed action, the Navy is installing a permanent 
TACAN (navigational device) at NALF Fentress to provide aviators aid in pattern 
control. Further, future FAA regulations will require onboard global positioning 
system (GPS) capability for all military and civilian aircraft. GPS will further assist 
pilots in maintaining flight patterns. 
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Mr. Gerald L. Miller 
449 Maxwell St. | 
Chesapeake, VA 23322 eS 


Comment: 


I was born in this neighborhood and have lived here most of my 47 years. The Navy 
“took” my family’s farmland to create the Fentress Airfield. The Navy should consider 
themselves “guests” of the Fentress area and at least insure their jets are considerate of 
the noise pollution they inflict on our neighborhood. Hence, there should be a well 
established system of controls for the pilots who are “guests” of the neighborhood. 
[GLM-1] There should be a well-known system for neighbors to report low-flying jets 
out-of-routes. [GLM-2] Please insure this for our community. Please do not bring in 
additional jet noise. 





Response: 


GLM-1 With the exception of approved low level routes or within Special Use 

Airspace, Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) regulations require aircraft to 

maintain at least 1,000 feet altitude in congested areas and at least 500 feet in rural 

areas, except on takeoffs and landings. The Navy at a minimum adheres to these 

altitudes. Additionally, the Navy has raised the minimum flight altitude at NALF | 
Fentress to 800 feet for pattern operations. Low level flights (i.e., under 800 feet) are 
not permitted at NALF Fentress unless the aircraft is landing or taking off. & : 


Pilots are periodically briefed on the existing patterns and the need to maintain the 
published patterns. Aircraft in the FCLP pattern are in constant radio contact with the 
landing signal officer (LSO) for pattern control. One of the functions of the LSO is to 
provide feedback to the pilots in the pattern. The Navy will continue to enforce pattern 
discipline. Unrelated to the proposed action, the Navy is installing a permanent 
TACAN (navigational device) at NALF Fentress to provide aviators aid in pattern 
control. Further, future FAA regulations will require onboard global positioning 
system (GPS) capability for all military and civilian aircraft. GPS will further assist 
pilots in maintaining flight patterns. 


GLM-2 NAS Oceana takes all noise complaints seriously. Calls arriving on the Noise 
Abatement Hotline (757) 433-2162 are received by the assistant operations duty officer 
(AODO) who coordinates investigation of each incident with the control tower. All 
noise inquiries are forwarded to the community planning liaison officer (CPLO) for 
further investigation and follow-up calls. The CPLO then forwards all noise 
complaints to the air station commanding officer. Violations of noise abatement 
procedures are forwarded to squadron commanding officers for appropriate action. 


All AODOs receive training in correct telephone procedures, and all telephone calls are 
recorded to ensure quality control. Mr. Fred Pierson, the CPLO for NAS Oceana, _ 
NALF Fentress, and Navy Dare County Range, may be reached at (757) 433-3158. 
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Mr. Andrew Ernest 
1309 Pamlico Blvd. 
Chesapeake, VA 23322 





Comment: 


I'll keep this short and sweet: No more planes, please! The ones we have are loud 
enough already. 





Response: 


Thank you for your comments; no response required. 
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Ms. Joyce Y. Bruce 
437 Slate St. 
Chesapeake, VA 23322 





Comment: 


I am opposed to F/A-18's being assigned to Oceana. The only obvious benefit is to the 
City of Va. Beach-economically. To the homeowners affected by the increased noise it 
will be a large NEGATIVE economic impact. Who will compensate these 
homeowners? [JYB-1] Their property values will decline. [JYB-2] Government 
backed loans will be harder (if not impossible) to obtain in some areas affected. 
[JYB-3] Chesapeake residents and homeowners will suffer the greatest negative 
impact. 


My suggestion, to please VA. Beach & Chesapeake, is relocate Fentress facilities to a 
remote area of North Carolina & let V.B. have the F/A-18's. [JYB-4] 


Response: 


JYB-1 The Navy does not have the authority to condemn property, provide sound 

attenuation, or otherwise compensate property owners without Congressional 

authorization and appropriation of funds. The Navy does not intend to seek specific 

Congressional authorization and appropriation of funds for these purposes to support 

the realignment of F/A-18 aircraft from NAS Cecil Field. @ 


JYB-2 Property values are determined by a combination of neighborhood 
characteristics (e.g., the quality of local schools, local property taxes, access to 
transportation, and the crime rate) and individual housing characteristics (e.g., age of 
the house, number of rooms, and amenities such as garages). There are no definitive 
federal standards for quantifying the impact of aircraft noise on property values. 
Therefore, we cannot quantify whether the increase in noise will affect property values. 


JYB-3 Please see Section 4.2.2 for a discussion of the impact of the increase in noise 
zones and APZs on the availability of federally guaranteed mortgage loans. 


JYB-4 The BRAC 95 Commission directed the realignment of F/A-18 aircraft to 
existing east coast air stations with the necessary capacity and support infrastructure. 
Construction of a new airfield is thus beyond the scope of this EIS. 
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Mr. Joseph D. Russell, Jr. 
637 Margaret Dr. 
Chesapeake, VA 23322 


Comment: 


My neighbors and I, who live in King James Colony, are concerned that currently, jets 
flying to, from, and around Fentress Airfield are poorly monitored & controlled 
now....they often go off-route and fly directly over this subdivision, which is NOT their 
flight plan. [JDR-1] The potential for increased numbers of jets and flights will likely 
far worsen this situation without greatly improved flight plan monitoring. [JDR-2] Of 
the Navy’s options, #4 is found least objectionable. | 


Response: 


JDR-1 King James Colony lies under NAS Oceana controlled airspace and within the 
Field Carrier Landing Practice (FCLP) pattern for Runway 23 at NALF Fentress. 
While the pattern was designed to lessen overflight of Kings James Colony, aircraft do 
not follow fixed lines in the sky. Aircraft patterns may vary due to type of aircraft, 
aircraft weight, aircrew technique, number of aircraft in the pattern, wind, etc. Under 
most conditions, the FCLP pattern is to the west of the King James Colony. Aircraft 
spaced for safety reasons, interfacility between NAS Oceana and NALF Fentress, 
and/or utilizing the NAS Oceana Ground Control Approach (GCA) box pattern, may 
occasionally fly over the subdivision. 


With the exception of approved low level routes or within Special Use Airspace, 
Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) regulations require aircraft to maintain at least 
1,000 feet altitude in congested areas and at least 500 feet in rural areas, except on 
takeoffs and landings. The Navy at a minimum adheres to these altitudes. 
Additionally, the Navy has raised the minimum flight altitude at NALF Fentress to 800 
feet for pattern operations. Low level flights (i.e., under 800 feet) are not permitted at 
NALF Fentress unless the aircraft is landing or taking off. 


Pilots are periodically briefed on the existing patterns and the need to maintain the 
published patterns. Aircraft in the FCLP pattern are in constant radio contact with the 
landing signal officer (LSO) for pattern control. One of the functions of the LSO 1s to 
provide feedback to the pilots in the pattern. The Navy will continue to enforce pattern 
discipline. Unrelated to the proposed action, the Navy is installing a permanent 
TACAN (navigational device) at NALF Fentress to provide aviators aid in pattern 
control. Further, future FAA regulations will require onboard global positioning 
system (GPS) capability for all military and civilian aircraft. GPS will further assist 
pilots in maintaining flight patterns. 


JDR-2 Please see response to JDR-1. 
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Ms. Betty Jo Cantrell 
Century 21 Accord Realty 
1341 S. Military Hwy. 

Chesapeake, VA 23320 









Comment: 
As a relocation director I get to hear the comments from the other side (Cecil Field). 
The residents of Virginia Beach and Chesapeake should be ashamed of the way they 
are responding to the movement of the F/A-18s. I have lived in Virginia Beach for 20 
years. My husband is retired Navy. We came here in 1967 so he could re-enlist and 
have been here since then. We’ve raised our 3 sons and daughter in what we consider 
the “only place to be”. Our eldest son is a Commander stationed at Mayport. We 
know what relocating is all about. I say bring ALL F/A-18s here and give a crying 
towel to those who want to whine. 











Response: 






Thank you for your comments; no response required. 











Ms. Karen C. Kea 
Century 21 - Accord Realty 
1341 S. Military Hwy. 
Chesapeake, VA 23320 







Comment: 







I support the realignment of F/A-18 aircraft to our area. We are fortunate to live in an 
area where there is a military presence - the increase/buildup of the military is great for 
our economy - it keeps our housing market strong and helps maintain/increase our 

housing values. 







Response: 







Thank you for your comments; no response required. 
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Mr. Thomas L. Van Petten 
805 Montebello Cir. 
Chesapeake, VA 23320 





Comment: 
I am in favor of putting all the F-18 aircraft at Oceana. This would be an economic 


boom for both Virginia Beach and Chesapeake. I believe the noise will not increase 
very much, if at all. The use of Fentress Field has always benefitted Chesapeake. 


Response: 


Thank you for your comments; no response required. 
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Mr. John M. Ryder 
601 School House Rd | 
Chesapeake, VA 23322 } 


Comment: 


November 22, 1997 

Comments on DEIS for Realignment of F/A-18 Aircraft 
From John M. Ryder 

601 School House Road 

Chesapeake, VA 23322 


I find it hard to believe that an extensive study and analysis was performed, because all 
the alternatives recommended had most or all of the 180 jets going to NAS Oceana. 
There was not one alternative that excluded Oceana. 


One speaker asked if the study had considered relocating Fentress airfield. That seems 

like a reasonable alternative to be considered. It was not. I question the validity and 

comprehensiveness of a study that did not consider such a logical alternative. I suggest [J MR2-1] 
that the study be redone to include this consideration. It only takes one accident 

involving a school to kill hundreds of children and impact hundreds of families. 


1 was very shocked and disgusted that everyone who spoke in favor of the move to 

Oceana had a monetary interest. The Tidewater Builders Association and the Realtors 

Association were in favor of all jets going to Oceana. This will mean more homes to [JMR2-2] 
build and more homes to be sold. These are people who live in our community and they 

are putung their pocketbooks ahead of our quality of life. By the way, jet noise does 

affect a buyer’s decision, contrary to the comment made by one of the realtors. When I] 

purchased my home on School House road, I made several trips to the neighborhood 

when the jets were flying to determine if the noise level was acceptable. It was 

acceptable at that time 2 years ago. It would not be acceptable with this proposed 

relocation and I would have purchased a home somewhere else. 

1 was appalled at the lack of response to all the phone calls made to report flying too low 

and out of the flight zone, etc. No one is accountable. These pilots are supposed to be [ JMR2-3] 
the best in the world, yet they can’t stay in the flight zone or at the proper altitude. They 

must not care. 

If these planes are relocated to Oceana and it does cause Property values in the 

neighborhoods around Fentress airfield to decrease, I think the United States government [ J MR2-4] 
should pay the previous market value to all homeowners who wish to move. Most of us 

have our life’s earings invested in our homes. 

I suggest developing several alternatives that relocate these jets to facilities other than 

NAS Occana. [ JMR2-5] 
The economy in Tidewater is fine. It does ngt need a boost. I do question whether our 

economy would indeed see a boost if this happens. 

Sincerely, 


John M. Ryder 


Lon Ak Fea 


Response: 


JMR2-1 The BRAC 95 Commission directed the realignment of F/A-18 aircraft to 
existing east coast air stations with the necessary capacity and support infrastructure. 
Construction of a new airfield is thus beyond the scope of this EIS. 


JMR2-2 Thank you for your comment; no response required. 


JMR2-3 The area surrounding NALF Fentress is located under NAS Oceana controlled 
airspace. In addition to Field Carrier Landing Practice (FCLP) operations conducted at 
NALF Fentress, other aircraft transit the area on approach to NAS Oceana’s Runway 
05 and utilize the Ground Control Approach (GCA) box pattern. Aircraft on approach 
or in the GCA box may be mistaken for those flying in the FCLP pattern at NALF 

Fentress. © 
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With the exception of approved low level routes or within Special Use Airspace, 
Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) regulations require aircraft to maintain at least 
1,000 feet altitude in congested areas and at least 500 feet in rural areas, except on 
takeoffs and landings. The Navy at a minimum adheres to these altitudes. 
Additionally, the Navy has raised the minimum flight altitude at NALF Fentress to 800 
feet for pattern operations. Low level flights (i.e., under 800 feet) are not permitted at 
NALF Fentress unless the aircraft is landing or taking off. 





Pilots are periodically briefed on the existing patterns and the need to maintain the 
published patterns. Aircraft in the FCLP pattern are in constant radio contact with the 
landing signal officer (LSO) for pattern control. One of the functions of the LSO is to 
provide feedback to the pilots in the pattern. The Navy will continue to enforce pattern 
discipline. Unrelated to the proposed action, the Navy is installing a permanent 
TACAN (navigational device) at NALF Fentress to provide aviators aid in pattern 
control. Further, future FAA regulations will require onboard global positioning 
system (GPS) capability for all military and civilian aircraft. GPS will further assist 
pilots in maintaining flight patterns. 


NAS Oceana takes all noise complaints seriously. Calls arriving on the Noise 
Abatement Hotline (757) 433-2162 are received by the assistant operations duty officer 
(AODO) who coordinates investigation of each incident with the control tower. All 
noise inquiries are forwarded to the community planning liaison officer (CPLO) for 
further investigation and follow-up calls. The CPLO then forwards all noise 

@ complaints to the air station commanding officer. Violations of noise abatement 
procedures are forwarded to squadron commanding officers for appropriate action. 


All AODOs receive training in correct telephone procedures, and all telephone calls are 
recorded to ensure quality control. Mr. Fred Pierson, the CPLO for NAS Oceana, 
NALF Fentress, and Navy Dare County Range, may be reached at (757) 433-3158. 


JMR2-4 Property values are determined by a combination of neighborhood 
characteristics (e.g., the quality of local schools, local property taxes, access to 
transportation, and the crime rate) and individual housing characteristics (e.g., age of 
the house, number of rooms, and amenities such as garages). There are no definitive 
federal standards for quantifying the impact of aircraft noise on property values. 
Therefore, we cannot quantify whether the increase in noise will affect property values. 


JMR2-5 The EIS undertakes a multistage screening process to arrive at those 
alternatives that would be feasible for completion of the realignment in a manner 
consistent with the BRAC 95 Commission recommendations, which have the force and 
effect of law. Installations were screened for necessary capacity and support 
infrastructure as well as the installation’s ability to meet various operations criteria. 
(Please see Section 2.1). Within that process, various installations and basing scenarios 
were considered. Numerous alternative basing options were examined, with only five 
® being fully compared as feasible, reasonable alternatives. The five feasible, 
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reasonable alternatives were given a full comparative analysis in which economic, 
environmental, and social concerns were evaluated for each alternative. The remainder 
were eliminated from further analysis as not being feasible, with a short discussion as 
to why (as required by the CEQ regulations). The following two alternatives were 
considered but eliminated from further analysis because they would not be consistent 
with the BRAC 95 Commission goal of using existing infrastructure to the greatest 
extent possible: 1) relocation of all aircraft to MCAS Cherry Point and 2) relocation 
of all aircraft to MCAS Beaufort. Please see Sections 2.5 and 2.6 of the EIS. Table 
2.5-1 presents a comparative summary of the ARSs. 
















02: H:\MP\OV8903\D532 1\APPENDIX INA6\CC. WPD2/25/98-—-28 


A-6-92 














Ms. Debra Tereszkiewicz 
2200 Carolina Rd 
Chesapeake, VA 23322 





Comment: 


I have lived in my home since 1982. I am opposed to having more (and larger) jets 
flying over my house and property. I cannot begin to tell you how many sleepless 
nights I’ve had - awakened by such loud noise - planes flying TOO LOW and OUT OF 
PATTERN [DT1-1] - they rattled my windows and sounded like they were going to 
land on my roof! I realize the pilots must train, but please keep them in their pattern 
(then they would not even be flying over my house), and please instruct those at 
Oceana who handle the complaints to be professional and courteous to those people 

| who call. In the past couple of years when I have called phone #433-2162, I seem to 
get someone who does not care and is very smart mouthed. [DT1-2] I don’t call for 
lack of nothing better to do, it is a valid complaint. There have also been occasions 
where I can’t even go outside to enjoy my horses during the day (low flying screeching 
noisy planes spook the horses - could have been injured on 2 occasions so far). Also, 
why not eliminate flying hrs. - no planes after 10pm so we can get some sleep! [DT1- 
3] Instead of spending millions moving jets around to where people are living and 
trying to enjoy some kind of quality of life, why not spend the money to build training 
areas in the desert - fly over the desert where no one is living. Build living quarters for 
pilots and their families there so they can live with the noise 24 hrs. a day. [DT1-4] 





Response: 


DT1-1 The area surrounding NALF Fentress is located under NAS Oceana controlled 
airspace. In addition to Field Carrier Landing Practice (FCLP) operations conducted at 
NALF Fentress, other aircraft transit the area on approach to NAS Oceana’s Runway 
05 and utilize the Ground Control Approach (GCA) box pattern. Aircraft on approach 
or in the GCA box may be mistaken for those flying in the FCLP pattern at NALF 
Fentress. 


With the exception of approved low level routes or within Special Use Airspace, 
Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) regulations require aircraft to maintain at least 
1,000 feet altitude in congested areas and at least 500 feet in rural areas, except on 
takeoffs and landings. The Navy at a minimum adheres to these altitudes. 
Additionally, the Navy has raised the minimum flight altitude at NALF Fentress to 800 
feet for pattern operations. Low level flights (i.e., under 800 feet) are not permitted at 
NALF Fentress unless the aircraft is landing or taking off. 


Pilots are periodically briefed on the existing patterns and the need to maintain the 
published patterns. Aircraft in the FCLP pattern are in constant radio contact with the 
landing signal officer (LSO) for pattern control. One of the functions of the LSO is to 
provide feedback to the pilots in the pattern. The Navy will continue to enforce pattern 
discipline. Unrelated to the proposed action, the Navy is installing a permanent 
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TACAN (navigational device) at NALF Fentress to provide aviators aid in pattern 

control. Further, future FAA regulations will require onboard global positioning 

system (GPS) capability for all military and civilian aircraft. GPS will further assist @ 
pilots in maintaining flight patterns. 


DT1-2 NAS Oceana takes all noise complaints seriously. Calls arriving on the Noise 
Abatement Hotline (757) 433-2162 are received by the assistant operations duty officer 
(AODO) who coordinates investigation of each incident with the control tower. All 
noise inquiries are forwarded to the community planning liaison officer (CPLO) for 
further investigation and follow-up calls. The CPLO then forwards all noise 
complaints to the air station commanding officer. Violations of noise abatement 
procedures are forwarded to squadron commanding officers for appropriate action. 


All AODOs receive training in correct telephone procedures, and all telephone calls are 
recorded to ensure quality control. Mr. Fred Pierson, the CPLO for NAS Oceana, 
NALF Fentress, and Navy Dare County Range, may be reached at (757) 433-3158. 


DT 1-3 Flying aircraft at night is an integral part of an aviator’s training program. In 
particular, simulating landing on the deck of an aircraft carrier at night at NALF 
Fentress is crucial training for aviators. Unfortunately, not all night training 
requirements can be completed before 10:00 P.M. During summer months, sunset does 
not occur until 8:30 or 9:00 P.M. In addition, training requirements increase just prior 
to deployment of an aircraft carrier resulting in a higher number of scheduled night 


operations. @ 


Training of aviators with night vision goggles may also require late night operations. 
This training is dependent on the moon phase and moonrise and moonset, to take 
advantage of the moonlight. 


DT1-4 As discussed in Section 2, the proximity of the aircraft to both training areas 
and carriers is an important consideration in identifying acceptable basing locations. 
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B.1 Federal Agencies 
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